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I. STATEMENT

1. On July 19, 2013, Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (CNG), on behalf of its Eastern Colorado Division, filed a Submittal for Determination of Completeness of Gas Purchase Plans (GPP) which commenced Proceeding No. 13P-0825G.  Also on July 19, 2013, CNG, on its own behalf, filed its Submittal for Determination of Completeness of GPP for the 2013-2014 gas purchase year which commenced Proceeding No. 13P-0826G.

2. On July 31, 2013, by Minute Order, the Commission deemed both the Eastern Colorado Division and CNG's GPPs complete.  Thereafter, on October 1, 2014, CNG and its Eastern Colorado Division both filed their respective Gas Purchase Reports (GPRs) for the 
2013-2014 gas purchase year.

3. On January 15, 2015, by Decision No. C15-0045-I, the Commission commenced a prudence review of both Eastern Colorado and CNG's GPRs for the 2013-2014 gas purchase year, designated Trial Staff as a party, established an intervention period and referred the case to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).

4. On January 29, 2015, by Decision No. R15-0109-I, the ALJ consolidated Proceeding Nos. 13P-0825G and 13P-0826G, with Proceeding No. 13P-0825G being designated as the primary proceeding.  Pursuant to Decision No. R15-0231-I issued March 11, 2015, a procedural schedule was established under which CNG filed its Direct Testimony and Exhibits in support of its 2013-2014 GPP and GPR on March 18, 2015.  Staff filed its Answer Testimony and Exhibits on May 4, 2015 pursuant to an extension agreed to by the Parties and approved by the ALJ.  Under the current procedural schedule, CNG's Rebuttal Testimony and Exhibits were due to be filed with the Commission on May 18, 2015.  In lieu of the filing of its rebuttal case, CNG, along with Trial Staff (the Settling Parties), submitted a Stipulation and Settlement Agreement (Settlement) for consideration and approval by the ALJ in full resolution of this proceeding.

II. THE SETTLEMENT

5. As mentioned above, on May 18, 2015, the Settling Parties submitted the Settlement.  See Attachment A to this Decision.  The Settling Parties are the only parties to this proceeding and they represent that the Settlement provides a comprehensive resolution of all issues that have been raised or that could have been raised in this proceeding relating to the prudence of CNG's 2013-2014 GPP and GPR.

6. In support of the Settlement, the Settling Parties have agreed to the admission into evidence of the Direct Testimony and Exhibits of CNG and the Answer Testimony and Exhibits of Staff.

7. In resolution of this proceeding, CNG has agreed as of October 1, 2015, to provide company management-certified deferred gas cost accounting procedures, utilize Federal Energy Regulatory Commission accounts based on the Uniform System of Accounts, and prepare GPP and GPR annual reports in compliance with the accounting provisions contained in the Commission’s Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators.  


8. The undersigned ALJ finds that the Settlement represents a just, reasonable, and equitable resolution of the disputed issues resolved in the Settlement.

III. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:
1. The Stipulation and Settlement Agreement filed by Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. and Trial Staff of the Commission on May 18, 2015 is accepted and approved by the Commission in full resolution of this proceeding.  A copy of the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement is attached hereto as Attachment A.  The Stipulation and Settlement Agreement is incorporated by reference and made an order of the Commission as if fully set forth herein.

2. Consolidated Proceeding Nos. 13P-0825G and 13P-0826G are closed.

3. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.

4. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file Exceptions to it.

If no Exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the Recommended Decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of Sec. 40-6-114, C.R.S.

If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul or reverse basic findings of fact in its Exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in Sec. 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if Exceptions are filed.

5. If Exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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