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I. statement

A. Background
1. On February 23, 2015, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed Advice Letter No. 1686-Electric with supporting testimony and exhibits in compliance with requirements in Decisions No. R14-0902 issued July 31, 2014 and C14-1505 issued December 26, 2014 in Proceeding No. 13A-0836E. The Company proposed an effective date of March 26, 2015 for the tariffs filed with Advice Letter No. 1686.
2. By Interim Decision No. R15-0378-I, issued April 27, 2015, a pre-hearing conference was scheduled for May 7, 2015.  At the scheduled date and time the pre-hearing conference was held.  Appearances were entered by Public Service, Western Resource Advocates, and Commission Trial Staff.  

3. During the course of discussion at the pre-hearing conference, Public Service proposed a procedural schedule which, among other things, scheduled a hearing for July 29, 2015.  Because the 210-day statutory deadline in which the Commission must issue a final decision in this matter pursuant to § 40-6-109.5(2), C.R.S., is October 22, 2015, which would provide less than 94 days prior to the statutory deadline, or by July 20, 2015 in which to issue a Recommended Decision, acceptance of the proposed procedural schedule was premised on Public Service amending the effective date of its proposed tariffs in order to provide sufficient time in which to issue a Recommended Decision and a Decision on exceptions, if that is the case.  

4. Public Service agreed to amend its Advice Letter No. 1686 to reflect a new effective date.  On May 12, 2015, Public Service filed Amended Advice Letter No. 1686 in which it amended the effective date of the underlying tariff sheets to become effective on April 6, 2015, thus extending the 210-day deadline to November 2, 2015, which provides an additional 11 days to the deadline.
  

5. However, in the intervening time, a subsequent hearing was scheduled for hearing on the proposed date in this proceeding of July 29, 2015.  The ALJ contacted the parties by 
e-mail to notify them of the conflict and to poll the parties to determine a new hearing date and possibly a new procedural schedule.  After discussion by the parties, they agreed to the procedural schedule proposed by Public Service at hearing, with a hearing date of July 31, 2015 as follows:
Answer testimony due
June 10, 2015

Rebuttal/cross-answer testimony due
July 8, 2015

Settlement Agreement, corrected testimony and pre-hearing motions due
July 15, 2015

Evidentiary hearing
July 31, 2015

Closing Statements of Position due
August 7, 2015

6. As for discovery, the parties agree that all discovery shall be conducted pursuant to Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1405 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.  The deadline to propound discovery related to direct testimony and exhibits is the deadline for filing answer testimony or June 10, 2015.  The deadline to propound discovery related to answer testimony and exhibits is the deadline for filing rebuttal testimony or July 8, 2015.  The deadline to propound discovery related to rebuttal testimony is five business days prior to the first day of the evidentiary hearing.  

7. Discovery served after 5:00 p.m. Mountain Daylight Time (MDT) will be deemed served the next business day, and discovery served after 3:00 p.m. MDT on a Friday will be deemed served as of the following Monday.  If the following Monday is a legal holiday, then discovery served after 3:00 p.m. on a Friday will be deemed served as of the following Tuesday.

8. Written discovery requests and non-confidential responses will be served on all counsel by email.  Discovery requests or responses are not to be filed with the Commission unless accompanying a motion to compel or objection to discovery request.  The handling of confidential material shall be in accordance with Commission Rules 4 CCR 723-1-1100 and 1101.

9. By Commission Decision No. C15-0268, issued March 24, 2015, the Commission suspended the effective date of the tariff pages for 120 days from the proposed effective date pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S.  It is now found that the effective date of the tariffs attached to Amended Advice Letter No. 1686 is required to be extended an additional 90 days or through November 2, 2015, pursuant to § 40-6-111(1)(b), C.R.S.  

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The procedural schedule set forth above in Paragraph No. 5 is adopted.

2. The discovery procedures and schedule set forth above in Paragraph Nos. 7 through 9 are adopted.

3. The effective date of the tariffs attached to Amended Advice Letter No. 1686 are suspended an additional 90 days pursuant to § 40-6-111(1)(b), C.R.S., or through November 2, 2015.

4. An evidentiary hearing in this proceeding is scheduled as follows:

DATE:
July 31, 2015

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Hearing Room

Colorado Public Utilities Commission

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado

5. This Decision is effective immediately.
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ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




� Public Service wishes to note that its agreement to amend its Advice Letter here to extend the effective date should not constitute precedent in negotiating or setting procedural schedules in future proceedings.
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