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I. statement

A. Background
1. On February 3, 2015, SourceGas Distribution LLC (SourceGas) filed Advice Letter No. 277 with supporting testimony and exhibits.  SourceGas filed an Amended Advice Letter on February 25, 2015 for the purpose of resolving certain administrative issues raised by Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) in a Protest Letter dated February 10, 2015.  The proposed effective date of the tariffs filed with Advice Letter No. 277, as amended (Attachment A), is May 1, 2015.  
2. By Decision No. C15-0299, issued April 2, 2015, the Commission suspended the effective date of the tariffs for 120 days or until August 29, 2015, pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S.  That Decision also established a 30-day intervention period.  Commission Trial Staff and A M Gas Transfer Corp. intervened in this proceeding.

3. By Interim Decision No. R15-0428-I, issued on May 6, 2015, a pre-hearing conference was scheduled for May 14, 2015.  On May 13, 2015, counsel for SourceGas notified the undersigned Administrative Law Judge by e-mail that the parties to this proceeding had agreed on a procedural schedule and discovery procedure.  The parties were notified by e-mail that several modifications to the procedural schedule were necessary and all parties agreed to those amendments.  Consequently, the procedural schedule as modified is as follows:

Answer testimony due date






June 5, 2015

Rebuttal/cross-answer testimony due date




June 30, 2015

Corrected testimony due date






July 7, 2015

Settlement Agreement/Stipulation due date




July 8, 2015

Pre-hearing motions due






July 10, 2015

(Response time to pre-hearing motions will be 7 days)

Evidentiary hearing date






July 21, 2015

Closing Statements of Position due date




July 28, 2015

4. As for discovery, it is to be conducted pursuant to the Commission’s Discovery Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1405 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.  The parties agree to work cooperatively in order to accommodate requests for additional time within which to respond to propounded discovery.

5. All discovery requests and responses are to be served simultaneously an all parties.  The cut-off date for propounding discovery related to direct testimony and exhibits is the date on which answer testimony is to be filed. The cut-off date to propound discovery related to answer testimony and exhibits is the date on which rebuttal testimony and cross-answer testimony are due. The cut-off date to propound discovery related to rebuttal/cross-answer testimony is Friday, July 10, 2015.

6. Discovery shall be served no later than 5:00 p.m. Mountain Daylight Time (MDT) on Monday through Thursday.  Discovery shall be served no later than 3:00 p.m. on Fridays.  Any discovery served after 5:00 p.m. on Monday through Thursday will be deemed to be served on the next business day.  Any discovery served after 3:00 p.m. on Friday will be deemed to be served on the next business day.  Response time to discovery related to direct and answer testimony shall be ten calendar days. Response time to discovery related to rebuttal and 
cross-answer testimony shall be seven calendar days.

7. Discovery procedures are to apply to discovery requests, Staff audit requests, and all other data requests.  The propounding party and the responding party are to work together informally to resolve discovery disputes, including any additional time necessary to respond to propounded discovery.  If a discovery dispute cannot be resolved, the party propounding discovery may file a motion to compel discovery, attaching a copy of the discovery request at issue.  A response to a motion to compel is to be due within five business days.  Any such motion or response is to be served electronically by e-mail.  Motions to compel are strongly discouraged.

8. Neither discovery requests, nor responses to discovery are to be filed with the Commission or to be provided to Commission Advisory Staff, except as necessary to support a motion to compel or as an exhibit to be used at hearing.

9. Any confidential discovery responses shall be handled pursuant to the Commission’s confidentiality rules at 4 CCR 723-1-1100 to 1101.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The procedural schedule set forth above in Paragraph No. 3 is adopted.

2. The discovery procedures and schedule set forth above in Paragraph Nos. 4 through 9 are adopted.  

3. An evidentiary hearing is scheduled as follows:

DATE:

July 21, 2015

TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Hearing Room


Colorado Public Utilities Commission


1560 Broadway, Suite 250


Denver, Colorado

4. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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