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I. STATEMENT  
1. On September 23, 2014, by Decision No. C14-1163, the Commission opened this Proceeding “to make findings pursuant to [§ 40-15-207, C.R.S.,] as to whether basic service in certain areas of Colorado [is] subject to effective competition or [is] ‘without effective competition’ for purposes of” §§ 40-15-208 and 40-15-502, C.R.S.  Decision No. C14-1163 at ¶ 4.  The Commission stated that this Proceeding will “review the 104 wire center serving areas listed in Attachment A” to Decision No. C14-1163.  Id.  

2. In Decision No. C14-1163 at ¶ 16, the Commission referred this Proceeding to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  

3. By Decision No. C14-1163 at Ordering Paragraph No. 4, the Commission designated the following as parties in this matter:  Staff of the Commission (Staff); Qwest Corporation, doing business as CenturyLink QC; El Paso County Telephone Company; CenturyTel of Colorado, Inc.; and CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc.
  

4. The following intervened as of right or were granted leave to intervene:  AT&T Corp. (AT&T); Bresnan Broadband of Colorado, LLC (Bresnan); Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC); Comcast Phone of Colorado, LLC (Comcast); N.E. Colorado Cellular, Inc., doing business as Viaero Wireless (Viaero); Northern Colorado Communications, LLC (NCC); Sprint Communications Company L.P.; Sprint Spectrum L.P., doing business as Sprint PCS;
 and Teleport Communications America, LLC.
 

5. The following, collectively, are the Parties in this matter:  AT&T; Bresnan; CenturyLink; Comcast; NCC; OCC; Sprint; Staff; and Viaero.  

6. The procedural history of this Proceeding is set out in previously-issued Interim Decisions.  The ALJ repeats the procedural history here as necessary to put this Interim Decision in context.  
On January 23, 2015, by Decision No. R15-0084-I, the ALJ stated that four hearings to take public comment will be held in this Proceeding.  By Decision No. R15-0084-I, as modified on January 26, 2015 by Decision No. R15-0087-I, the ALJ determined that the hearings to take public comment will be held:  (a) July 13, 2015 in Denver, Colorado; 

7. (b) July 14, 2015 in Delta, Colorado; (c) July 15, 2015 in Colorado Springs, Colorado; and (d) July 16, 2015 in Ft. Morgan, Colorado.  
8. These dates fall between the filing of answer testimony and the filing of rebuttal testimony and cross-answer testimony.  Holding the hearings to take public comment in this timeframe will allow members of the public to read the direct and answer testimonies in advance of the hearings to take public comment and (if they wish to do so) to address in their statements the recommendations made in the filed testimonies.  
9. Holding the hearings to take public comment in this timeframe also will permit the Parties to respond -- in rebuttal testimony and in cross-answer testimony -- to the testimony received during the hearings to take public comment.  The Parties are advised and are on notice that, absent further order, the response in prefiled testimony will be the only response permitted (i.e., Parties will not be permitted to respond in oral testimony to the comments received during the hearings to take public comment).  
10. The following procedures will apply to each hearing to take public comment:  


(a)
Each hearing to take public comment will begin at 4:00 p.m. and will continue until concluded, but not later than 7:00 p.m.  Each hearing room will be available approximately one-half hour before the beginning of the hearing to take public comment.  For the hearings held outside Denver, counsel who are present will sit as a group in a designated section of the audience area.  

(b)
The ALJ will make an introductory statement informing those in attendance about the general subject matter of this Proceeding and about the procedures to be followed during the hearing to take public comment.  

 
(c)
The Commission will have a sign-in sheet.  Persons who wish to make statements will sign in and will make their statements in the order in which the names appear on the sign-in sheet.  

 
(d)
An individual who is a representative of or a member of a party in this Proceeding will not be permitted to provide comments at the hearings to take public comment.  Parties will make their statements through testimony at the evidentiary hearing.  

 
(e)
Members of the public making statements will be placed under oath, and their statements will be part of the evidentiary record in this Proceeding.  

 
(f)
The amount of time allotted to each speaker will depend (at least in part) on the number of individuals who wish to make statements.  Typically, each speaker will have five minutes to make a statement.  


(g)
The ALJ will ask questions of each speaker to establish (at least) the speaker’s name, place of residence, place of business, affiliation (if any) with a telecommunications provider, telecommunications provider for the speaker’s basic local residential service, and telecommunications provider for the speaker’s basic local business service.  

 
(h)
Parties, through their counsel, will have an opportunity to ask questions of those making statements.  The ALJ expects counsel to be aware of and sensitive to the number of individuals who wish to make statements and, where necessary, to limit questioning in order to allow each member of the pubic who wishes to make a statement to do so.  
 
(i)
The hearing to take public comment held in Denver, Colorado will be the only hearing to take public comment that will be webcast.  

11. The hearings to take public comment hearing will be reported.  The ALJ encourages the Parties to order a transcript of each hearing to take public comment.  

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. A hearing to take public comment in this Proceeding is scheduled for the following date, at the following time, and in the following location:  

DATE:
July 13, 2015  

TIME:
4:00 p.m. until concluded, but not later than 7:00 p.m.  

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room  

1560 Broadway, Suite 250  

Denver, Colorado  
2. The procedures for hearings to take public comment, stated above, shall govern this hearing to take public comment.  

3. A hearing to take public comment in this Proceeding is scheduled for the following date, at the following time, and in the following location:  
DATE:
July 14, 2015  

TIME:
4:00 p.m. until concluded, but not later than 7:00 p.m.  
PLACE:
Delta City Council Chambers  

360 Main Street  

Delta, Colorado  

4. The procedures for hearings to take public comment, stated above, shall govern this hearing to take public comment.  

5. A hearing to take public comment in this Proceeding is scheduled for the following date, at the following time, and in the following location:  

DATE:
July 15, 2015  

TIME:
4:00 p.m. until concluded, but not later than 7:00 p.m. 
PLACE:
Colorado Springs City Council Chambers  

107 North Nevada, Third Floor  

Colorado Springs, Colorado  
6. The procedures for hearings to take public comment, stated above, shall govern this hearing to take public comment.  

7. A hearing to take public comment in this Proceeding is scheduled for the following date, at the following time, and in the following location:  

DATE:
July 16, 2015  

TIME:
4:00 p.m. until concluded, but not later than 7:00 p.m.  
PLACE:
Fort Morgan City Council Chambers 

110 Main Street  

Fort Morgan, Colorado  

8. The procedures for hearings to take public comment, stated above, shall govern this hearing to take public comment.  

9. This Interim Decision affects no other aspect of the procedural schedule, including evidentiary hearing dates, in this Proceeding.  

10. The Parties are held to the advisements contained in the Interim Decisions issued in this Proceeding.  
11. This Interim Decision is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  Unless the context indicates otherwise, reference in this Interim Decision to CenturyLink is to the following entities, collectively:  Qwest Corporation, doing business as CenturyLink QC; El Paso County Telephone Company; CenturyTel of Colorado, Inc.; and CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc.  


�  Unless the context indicates otherwise, reference in this Interim Decision to Sprint is to the following entities, collectively:  Sprint Communications Company L.P. and Sprint Spectrum L.P., doing business as Sprint PCS.  


�  Unless the context indicates otherwise, reference in this Interim Decision to AT&T is to the following entities, collectively:  AT&T Corp. and Teleport Communications America, LLC.  
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