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I. statement

A. Background
1. On February 23, 2015, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed Advice Letter No. 1686-Electric with supporting testimony and exhibits in compliance with requirements in Decisions No. R14-0902 issued July 31, 2014 and C14-1505 issued December 26, 2014 in Proceeding No. 13A-0836E. The Company proposes an effective date of March 26, 2015 for the tariffs filed with Advice Letter No. 1686.
2. Public Service proposes a Recycled Energy Service Schedule for customers installing projects through the Company’s Recycled Energy Program. Public Service introduced its Recycled Energy Program as part of the Company’s 2014 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan in Proceeding No. 13A-0836E.
3. In Decision No. C14-1505, the Commission recognized that a requirement to take Standby Service may affect offers to participate in the Recycled Energy Program, but determined that the record in Proceeding No. 13A-0836E did not support the request of Western Resource Advocates (WRA) to direct the Company to remove the Standby Service requirement from its proposed tariff.  The Commission instead directed Public Service to file a new tariff and to include in that filing evidence of why recycled energy projects should be required to take Standby Service.
4. On March 20, 2015, WRA filed a protest of Advice Letter No. 1686 and requested the Commission set the matter for hearing. WRA submits that the requirement for recycled energy projects to take Standby Service may have an impact on the economics of proposed projects and therefore may affect customer interest in installing recycled energy. WRA also raises a concern that the Company’s Advice Letter introduces changes to the Recycled Energy Program. WRA suggests that, since these aspects of the program were not part of the Company’s proposal in Proceeding No. 13A-0836E, the Commission did not properly approve them.
5. By Decision No. C15-0268 issued March 24, 2015, the Commission suspended the effective date of the tariff pages for 120 days from the proposed effective date pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S.  In addition, the Commission set a 30-day intervention period from the effective date of Decision No. C15-0268 or until April 23, 2015 for parties to request to intervene in this Proceeding.  The Commission also referred the matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.  The matter was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ.

6. On April 23, 2015, Trial Staff of the Commission (Staff) filed its Notice of Intervention as of Right, Entry of Appearance and Notice Pursuant to Rule 1007(a) and Rule 1401.  Staff represents that it is generally supportive of Public Service’s Recycled Energy Service Schedule.  Staff does not request a hearing; however, Staff believes that if a hearing is held, its participation will assist the Commission in its decision making process.

7. On April 23, 2015, WRA filed its Petition for Leave to Intervene.  WRA also filed an Amended Petition to Intervene.  WRA asserts that the Advice Letter filing will directly impact WRA’s substantial, tangible interest in reducing the environmental impact from electricity generation.  In addition, WRA states that a decision in this Proceeding will directly impact its tangible interests, including health, air quality, water quality, and the health and beauty of Colorado’s lands and ecosystems.  In its Amended Petition to Intervene, WRA requests a hearing on the proposed tariffs attached to the Advice Letter.

8. Good cause is found to grant WRA’s Petition for Leave to Intervene pursuant to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1401(c) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.  WRA has stated sufficient grounds to find that the subject matter of this Proceeding substantially affects its tangible interests and those interests are not adequately represented by any other party in this Proceeding.

9. Given the procedural posture of this matter at this point, it is appropriate to set a pre-hearing conference to address several issues.  The parties should be prepared to discuss and set procedural dates, including dates for the filing of testimony, a date for an evidentiary hearing on the proposed tariffs, and any other matters relevant to this Proceeding.  

10. A pre-hearing conference will be scheduled for Thursday, May 7, 2015.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Notice of Intervention of Trial Staff of the Commission is noted.

2. The Petition for Leave to Intervene and Request for Hearing filed by Western Resource Advocates is granted.

3. A pre-hearing conference in this proceeding is scheduled as follows:

DATE:

May 7, 2015

TIME:

10:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Hearing Room


Colorado Public Utilities Commission


1560 Broadway, Suite 250


Denver, Colorado

4. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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