Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. R15-0345-I
PROCEEDING No. 14A-0535E

R15-0345-IDecision No. R15-0345-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

PROCEEDING14A-0535E NO. 14A-0535E
IN THE MATTER OF the application of black hills/colorado electric utility company, lp, for approval of its 2015-2017 renewable energy standard (res) compliance plan.
interim decision of
administrative law judge
paul c. gomez
granting unopposed motion
to vacate prehearing 
conference and hearing dates; 
and waiving response time
Mailed Date:  April 14, 2015
I. statement
1. This Proceeding was originally assigned to Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Melody Mirbaba.  The matter was subsequently reassigned to the undersigned ALJ

2. This matter was consolidated with Proceeding No. 14A-0534E by Interim Decision No. C14-0831-I on July 16, 2014.  Subsequently, Commission Staff (Staff) - a party to the Consolidated Proceeding - entered into a Settlement Agreement with Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills).  Staff and Black Hills then filed the Settlement Agreement for approval, as well as a joint motion to approve the Settlement Agreement and sever Proceeding No. 14A-0534E from the consolidated proceeding.

3. The Commission deliberated on the joint motion on March 11, 2015 and issued Decision No. C15-0235-I, requesting supplemental information.  The Commission held additional deliberations on March 18, 2015 and approved the Settlement Agreement and subsequently issued Decision No. C15-0317 on April 9, 2015 memorializing its findings.  Among its findings, the Commission held that an ALJ is to hear the matters in Proceeding No. 14A-0535E for an Initial Commission Decision pursuant to § 40-6-109(6), C.R.S.  In addition, the Commission held that the ALJ is to reestablish hearing dates and other procedures, including the filing of corrected testimony consistent with the severing of the consolidated proceedings, as necessary, by a separate decision.  

4. In its motion here, Black Hills requests that the pre-hearing conference scheduled for April 16, 2015 be vacated, as well as the evidentiary hearing scheduled for April 21 through 23, 2015.  Black Hills states that none of the supplemental testimony (direct, answer, and rebuttal) has been filed and a Commission Decision on an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration (RRR) in Proceeding No. 13A-0445E is pending which will inform this Proceeding regarding the amount of renewable energy credits necessary to meet the electric resource standards pursuant to § 40-2-124(c), C.R.S.

5. Black Hills requests that the pre-hearing conference and evidentiary hearing be vacated until Commission deliberations on the RRR in Proceeding No. 13A-0445E are completed.  After that, Black Hills requests a status conference in order to establish a new procedural schedule for the filing of supplemental testimony, as well as a date for an evidentiary hearing.  

6. As no party to this Proceeding objects to the relief sought, Black Hills requests a waiver of response time to the motion.  

7. Black Hills states good cause to grant the relief requested in its motion.  Therefore, the pre-hearing conference scheduled for April 16, 2015 will be vacated.  Additionally, the evidentiary hearing scheduled for April 21 through 23 will be vacated.

8. An Interim Decision will issue following Commission deliberations on the RRR in Proceeding No. 13A-0445E establishing a date for a status conference in this Proceeding.

9. Response time to the motion will be waived.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Unopposed Motion to Vacate Pre-hearing Conference and Hearing Dates and Request for Waiver of Response Time (Unopposed Motion) filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP is granted.

2. The pre-hearing conference scheduled for April 16, 2015 is vacated.

3. The evidentiary hearing scheduled for April 21 through 23, 2015 is vacated.

4. Response time to the Unopposed Motion is waived.

5. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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