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I. STATEMENT

1. On January 21, 2015, BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) filed the above-captioned application requesting authority to abolish the crossing of Washington County Road P5/10 (CR P5/10), National Inventory No. 805295V, and to make improvements at Washington County Road 59 by widening the roadway and widening the crossing surface from 16’ to 48’, National Inventory No. 805294N on the Union Pacific Railroad Company Julesburg Subdivision near Messex, County of Washington, State of Colorado.

2. The Commission gave notice of this Application (Notice) to all interested parties, including adjacent property owners pursuant to § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S.  The Notice was mailed on February 5, 2015.

3. On March 9, 2015, Washington County filed an Entry of Appearance, Notice of Intervention as a Matter of Right, and Unopposed Motion for Extension of Time to Oppose Application and Request Hearing (Motion).  In its Motion, Washington County requests a 
three-week extension of time to oppose the Application and request a hearing.  Washington County conferred with BNSF counsel regarding the Motion and BNSF is not opposed to the Motion.

4. By Decision No. C15-0250-I, issued March 19, 2015, the Commission deemed the application complete and referred the matter to an administrative law judge for disposition.  

5. Based upon good cause shown for the unopposed request, the requested extension of time will be granted.

6. On March 30, 2015, the Response Opposing Application and Requesting a Hearing was filed by Washington County.  Washington County owns CR 5/10 and opposes closure of the crossing because the existing crossing is safe as designed, the crossing is needed, and the public convenience outweighs any theoretical safety risk not supported by experience.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Unopposed Motion for Extension of Time to Oppose Application and Request Hearing filed by Washington County on March 9, 2015, is granted.

2. The intervention of right by Washington County is noted. A procedural schedule will be established by a separate decision.
3. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




� A duplicate filing was made on April 1, 2015 that includes the referenced statement of Michael Ellsberry, PE.
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