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I. STATEMENT, FINDINGS, AND CONCLUSIONS

1. Only those portions of the procedural history necessary to understand this Decision are included. 
2. On December 18, 2014, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed a Verified Application (Application) for approval of its steam resource plan and for conditional approval of a certificate of public convenience and necessity to construct a new boiler project commencing in 2016.  Public Service filed testimony and exhibits with its Application, thereby requiring a Commission decision to issue within 120 days of the date the Application is deemed complete.  § 40-6-109.5(1), C.R.S.
3. The City and County of Denver, the Colorado Energy Office, and Staff of the Public Utilities Commission are interveners, and parties to this proceeding. 

4. On February 6, 2015, the Commission deemed the Application complete, 
and referred this matter for disposition to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ). Decision 
No. C15-0128-I.

5. In anticipation of a hearing in this proceeding, the ALJ scheduled a prehearing conference for February 24, 2015.  Decision No. R15-0148-I issued February 10, 2015.

6. At the date, time and location noticed, the ALJ convened the prehearing conference.  All parties appeared through counsel.  During the prehearing conference, the ALJ found that additional time is necessary for a final Commission decision to issue in this proceeding, and extended the deadline for a Commission decision to issue by 90 days.  
§ 40-6-109.5(1), C.R.S.   

7. Public Service proposed that the parties be permitted three weeks to continue settlement negotiations, prior to setting a hearing and procedural schedule.  At the end of the three weeks, the parties will file a settlement agreement, or Public Service will file an unopposed procedural schedule.  If the parties are unable to reach a settlement agreement within three weeks, Public Service committed to waiving the statutory deadline for a final Commission decision to issue.  All parties agreed to Public Service’s proposal.  The ALJ approved Public Service’s proposal, noting that Public Service will be held to its commitment to waive the deadline for a Commission decision to issue if the parties do not reach a settlement within the three week period. 

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The deadline to issue a Commission decision is extended by 90 days as permitted by § 40-6-109.5(1), C.R.S. 

2. If the parties are able to reach a settlement agreement, they shall file that agreement on or by 5:00 p.m. MST on March 18, 2015. 

3. If the parties do not reach a settlement, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) shall file an unopposed proposed procedural schedule setting forth all deadlines necessary to move this matter to disposition, as well as a proposed hearing date on or by 5:00 p.m. MST on March 18, 2015.  In such circumstance, pursuant to the commitment made during the prehearing conference, Public Service’s filing shall also indicate that it waives the deadline for a final Commission decision to issue in this proceeding.  

4. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MELODY MIRBABA
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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