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I. statement

1. This is a civil penalty assessment proceeding brought by the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) against the Respondent, MKBS, LLC, doing business as Metro Taxi &/or Taxis Fiesta (Metro Taxi).

2. By Decision No. R14-1036 issued September 8, 2014, the settlement agreement of the parties resolving their differences, Appendix A to Decision No. R14-1036, was approved.  This resulted in an assessment and suspension of civil penalties based upon terms of the settlement agreement, that an audit contemplated in the settlement agreement occur, and that a report be filed.

3. By Decision No. C15-0085-I issued January 26, 2015, the Commission referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge for further proceedings.

4. By Decision No. R15-0089-I issued January 27, 2015, a prehearing conference was scheduled.

5. At the scheduled time and place, the prehearing conference was convened.  All parties appeared and participated through counsel.

6. On January 23, 2015, the Motion for Stay of Enforcement of CPAN Fine and Request for Expedited Briefing and Ruling (Motion) was filed by Metro Taxi.  Metro Taxi requests that the Commission enter an order “staying payment of the CPAN fine until such time as further orders are entered on the issues referred from the Commission.”  Motion at 3.

7. No response to the Motion was filed.

8. Based upon good cause shown for the unopposed request, the motion 
will be granted. Collection of any civil penalty associated with Civil Penalty Assessment 
(CPAN) No. 109385 is stayed pending further order.

9. Disputed issues remain between the parties.  However, it is noteworthy that the Commission recently accepted the Joint Petition for Declaratory Order of the Commission Regarding the Interpretation of Rule 4 CCR 723-6103(c)(II)(C) filed by Freedom Cabs, Inc.; Union Taxi Cooperative; Colorado Cab, LLC, doing business as Denver Yellow Cab; and MKBS, LLC, doing business as Metro Taxi on January 27, 2015 in Proceeding No. 15D-0060CP.  The petition at least potentially impacts the outcome of remaining disputed issues.  

10. This proceeding will benefit from the Commission’s declaratory ruling, and no objections being stated, it was determined that the proceeding will be stayed.

11. The proceeding will be stayed pending further order.  Any party may request further proceedings.  The undersigned will monitor the proceeding as well.  

12. During the conference, Staff raised a concern that the disputed issue regarding findings necessary to show that a condition of suspension failed will not be resolved by the declaratory order proceeding.  While the undersigned agrees, efficiency of timing and coordinating litigation to resolve all disputes is favored.  Further motions may be filed, but the undersigned will defer consideration of the issue at this time.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Stay of Enforcement of CPAN Fine and Request for Expedited Briefing and Ruling filed by MKBS, LLC, doing business as Metro Taxi &/or Taxis Fiesta on January 23, 2015, is granted.  

2. Collection of any civil penalty associated with Civil Penalty Assessment Notice (CPAN)_ No. 109385 is stayed pending further order.

3. This proceeding is stayed pending further order.

4. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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