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I. STATEMENT  
1. On December 30, 2014, Complainant Bari L. Sanger filed a formal complaint against Sprint Relay Colorado and AT&T Relay Services with the Commission.  That filing commenced this proceeding.

2. On January 6, 2015, a hearing was set in this matter for March 16, 2015. 
3. On January 7, 2015, by Minute Order, the Commission referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ). 

4. The ALJ finds that there is insufficient time to prepare for the March 16, 2015 evidentiary hearing and shall vacate that hearing date.

A. Prehearing Conference

5. A prehearing conference is necessary to establish a procedural schedule and hearing date(s) in this matter.
6. In reviewing the complaint the Complainant has also requested that Americans with Disabilities Act accommodations be made for the hearing. At the prehearing conference it will also be decided what accommodations will be made.

B. Legal Counsel/Self Representation   

7. Rule 1201(a) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1, requires a party in a proceeding before the Commission to be represented by an attorney except that, pursuant to Rule 1201(b)(I), 4 CCR 723-1, and as relevant here, an individual who is not an attorney may appear to represent his or her own interests.

8. The ALJ notes that the Complaint was executed by Bari Sanger. The Complaint does not state that Mr. Sanger is an attorney.  

9. Mr. Sanger may represent his own interests under Rule 1201(b), 4 CCR 723-1 or may engage counsel.

10. Complainant is advised, and is on notice, that if Mr. Sanger elects to represent himself that he is the only non-attorney who is authorized to represent his interests in this proceeding. 

11. If Mr. Sanger elects to represent himself, he is advised, and is on notice, that he shall be bound by the same procedural and evidentiary rules as attorneys.  The Colorado Supreme Court has held that,

[b]y electing to represent himself [in a criminal proceeding,] the defendant subjected himself to the same rules, procedures, and substantive law applicable to a licensed attorney.  A pro se defendant cannot legitimately expect the court to deviate from its role of impartial arbiter and [to] accord preferential treatment 
to a litigant simply because of the exercise of the constitutional right of 
self-representation. 

People v. Romero, 694 P.2d 1256, 1266 (Colo. 1985).  
This standard applies as well to civil proceedings.  
Negron v. Golder, 111 P.3d 538, 541 (Colo. App. 2004). 
If a litigant, for whatever reason, presents his own case to the court, he is bound by the same rules of procedure and evidence as bind those who are admitted to practice law before the courts of this state. 
Loomis v. Seely, 677 P.2d 400, 402 (Colo. App. 1983).  
A judge may not become a surrogate attorney for a pro se litigant. 

Id.  

12. All parties are advised that all requests for relief in the above captioned proceeding are to be through motion to the ALJ. Requests for relief should not be made to the Staff of the Commission.

13. All parties are advised that this proceeding is governed by the Rules of Practice and Procedure found at 4 CCR 723-1, Part 1.  The ALJ expects the parties to comply with these rules.  The rules are available on the Commission’s website and in hard copy from the Commission.  

14. All parties are reminded that all filings with the Commission must also be served upon all other parties in accordance with Rule 1205 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1. 

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. The evidentiary hearing scheduled for March 16, 2015 is vacated.

2. A prehearing conference is scheduled in this matter as follows:


DATE:

March 3, 2015


TIME:

9:30 a.m.


PLACE:
Hearing Room



Colorado Public Utilities Commission



1560 Broadway, Suite 250



Denver, Colorado

3. The Parties are held to the advisements contained in the Interim Decisions issued in this Proceeding.  
4. This Interim Decision is effective immediately. 
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


ROBERT I. GARVEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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