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I. By the Commission

A. Statement

1.  On November 13, 2015, Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, LP (Black Hills or Company) filed an application for approval of its Updated Gas Meter Sampling Program, and revisions to its Measurement Equipment and Testing tariff, pursuant to a requirement in the Settlement in Proceeding No. 10A-134G.
2. Now being fully advised in the matter, we grant the application as unopposed.

B. Background
3. In Proceeding No. 10A-134G, Black Hills and Staff of the Commission (Staff) (the only other party to the proceeding) reached a global Settlement Agreement resolving all issues in the proceeding. The Settlement Agreement included, among other things, the Resolution of Issue 5: Initial Placing of Meters into the Sample Pool. Consistent with this resolution, Black Hills and Staff agreed:

Black Hills shall analyze the test results and Black Hills commits to file an application five years from the effective date of the Commission’s decision approving this Settlement Agreement, seeking authorization to make the 15 year time period installation for domestic meters and 10 year time period for intermediate meters a permanent fixture of the Black Hills’ gas meter sampling program, or proposing a different period of years for including meters in the sample testing lots.

Settlement Agreement at pp. 4-5.

4. The Settlement in Proceeding No. 10A-134G required Black Hills to file these updates to its gas meter sampling program by September 15, 2015.  Decision No. C15-1004 issued September 18, 2015, extended the filing deadline to November 16, 2015.   
C. Discussion and Findings
5. The Company seeks authorization to make the 15-year testing exemption period for domestic diaphragm meters (0-500 cubic feet per hour) and the 10-year testing exemption period for intermediate diaphragm meters (501-1,000 cubic feet per hour) a permanent fixture of the Black Hills gas meter sampling program.
6. Black Hills states that over the past 5 years it has compiled and monitored meter test results to assess whether the 15-year and 10-year diaphragm meter exemption periods mentioned above are “a reasonable time to wait before sample testing meters in the field.”  Black Hills has compiled and monitored meter test results and concludes that these time periods are reasonable. 

7. Black Hills states that it addressed the results of its analysis with Staff and the Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), and both Staff and OCC agree that this data supports the conclusion that the 15-year and 10-year exemption periods for testing domestic and intermediate diaphragm meters is consistent with the requirements of the settlement. 

8. We find that Black Hills proposes a reasonable update to its meter sampling program, consistent with the requirements contained in the settlement in Proceeding 
No. 10A-134G.  

9. We grant the application as unopposed.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application filed by Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, LP on November 13, 2015, for Approval of its Updated Gas Meter Sampling Program, and Revisions to its Measurement Equipment and Testing Tariff, is granted.

2. The application is deemed complete.

3. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

4. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
December 9, 2015.
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