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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, 
OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusion
1. On December 21, 2015, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills or Company) filed an Unopposed Petition for Variance of Requirement to Conduct an Evaluation, Measurement and Valuation on the Appliance Recycling Program Under The 2012-2015 Electric Demand Side Management Plan and Request for Shortened Notice and Intervention Period  In support of this request for a partial variance, Black Hills states that it has conferred with all parties to its 2012-2015 DSM Plan proceeding, and no party opposes the request for variance.  

2. The Commission has required Black Hills to conduct an evaluation, measurement and valuation of its 2015 appliance recycling program on a three-year rotating schedule to determine whether the program is achieving its goals.
  Black Hills states that the evaluation, measurement and valuation were to be completed for Plan Year 2015, but the Company’s vendor is no longer able to provide evaluation services.  According to Black Hills, the cost of the evaluation will exceed the rest of the Company’s 2015 program expenses.
3. Black Hills requests that a variance be effective less than 40 days after the date of filing.  As required by Rule 1003(b), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1, Black Hills also requests that the Commission shorten the 30 day notice and intervention period set forth in Rule 1206(d), 4 CCR 723-1.  The Company requests a 10-day notice and intervention period.  
4. The Petition for a Variance is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Decision is the Commission’s notice that the Petition for a Variance has been filed.
5. The Commission finds good cause to grant Black Hills’s request for a shortened notice and intervention Period.  Requests for intervention, including a notice of intervention by right of the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, shall be due on 
December 31, 2015.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request of Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP to shorten Commission notice and intervention period for the Unopposed Petition for Variance of Requirement to Conduct an Evaluation, Measurement and Valuation on the Appliance Recycling Program Under The 2012-2015 Electric Demand Side Management Plan filed on December 21, 2015, is granted.  
2. The notice and intervention period shall expire at 5:00 p.m. on 
December 31, 2015.
3. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, by December 31, 2015.  Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Decision.

4. The Commission may consider the Petition for a Variance without a hearing if no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene is timely filed, or no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene requests a hearing or contests or opposes the application.

5. If a hearing is required in this matter, the Commission will notify the parties of the hearing date, time, and location.  Public Service must appear at the hearing, if one is set, and present evidence in support of its Petition for a Variance.  Other parties may appear and present evidence in support of their position.

6. If a party does not meet the requirements of this Decision, the Commission may dismiss or strike the Application or intervention upon motion filed by any other party, or upon the Commission’s own motion, unless good cause for failure to meet the requirements is shown.

7. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 23, 2015.
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________________________________

Commissioners
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� Decision No. R12-0900, issued August 3, 2012, in Proceeding No. 12A-100E (affirmed by Decision No. C12-1122, issued September 26, 2012), ¶ 43.
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