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I. By the Commission

A. Statement

1. On November 6, 2015, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed Advice No. 889 – Gas proposing to alter the manner by which it updates the Energy Factors in the schedule of Therm Conversion Factors. That filing commenced this proceeding.
2. On November 9, 2015, Public Service filed a Motion for Variance requesting that the Commission permanently grant a variance from the requirement that Public Service file quarterly applications in order to revise the Energy Factors used in the development of Therm Conversions. 

B. Finding and Conclusions
3. The current requirement that Public Service file quarterly applications in order to revise Energy Factors used in the development of Therm Conversions is found in Decision No. C96-1031, Proceeding No. 96L-424G, at paragraph 5, as modified by Decision No. C96-1183.
4. At paragraph 5 of Decision No. C96-1031 in Docket No. 96L-424G, the Commission stated: "As provided for on Sheet No. 13A, the Energy Factors will be revised on a quarterly basis effective January 1, April 1, July 1, and October 1 of each year, based upon an analysis of the Heating Value of the natural gas for each British Thermal Unit ("Btu") Zone for the three-month period ending one month prior to these dates."

5. Public Service's current tariff requires it submit an application requesting explicit Commission approval of changes to our Therm Conversion Factors in accordance with Decision No. C96-1031.
6. Public Service routinely makes these filings on a less-than-statutory notice timeframe.
7. By Advice Letter 889-Gas Public Service now proposes to change the manner by which we notify parties of quarterly changes to our Therm Conversion Factors and implement these factors. Instead of seeking explicit Commission approval of these changes, Public Service proposes to post the updated factors, along with supporting documentation, on the Xcel Energy website.

8. Public Service proposes the change to simplify the process by which it updates Energy Factors. Such a quarterly applications have not been challenged. Administrative efficiencies for the Commission, as well as for Public Service, will be gained by not formally filing four applications a year which in the past have not been contested.
9. We find that good cause has been shown to grant a permanent variance from the requirement found in Decision No. C96-1031, at paragraph 5, as modified by Decision No. 
C96-1183.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The motion for permanent variance from the requirement found in Decision No. C96-1031, at paragraph 5, as modified by Decision No. C96-1183 is granted.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
December 9, 2015.
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