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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. On November 30, 2015, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills or the Company) filed: (a) a motion requesting approval of an alternative form of notice (Motion for Alternative Notice); and (b) a request to waive response time to Black Hills’s motion for waiver of certain requirements of its Energy Cost Adjustment tariff (Motion for Waiver).  This Decision grants the Motion for Alternative Notice and shortens response time to the Motion for Waiver to December 11, 2015, consistent with the discussion below.

B. Findings and Conclusions 
1. Motion for Alternative Notice

2. Black Hills’s Advice Letter No. 712-Electric amends its energy cost adjustment (ECA) inputs and makes minor language and formula clarifications on tariff sheets 63-65 in the Rates section of its Colo. P.U.C. No. 9-Electric Tariff.  The proposed tariff amendments, if approved, will keep the January-March ECA factor at the same ECA factor that is currently in effect.
3. In its Motion for Alternative Notice, Black Hills seeks authorization to use the following alternative form of notice:

a.
Filing with the Commission, and keeping open for inspection, Advice Letter No. 712-Electric;

b.
Posting on the website for Black Hills: (1) a Customer Notice; and (2) Advice Letter No. 712-Electric and its accompanying tariff sheets, 
for 60 days beginning within 1 week after the filing of Advice Letter 
No. 712-Electric; 

c.
Printing a message on each applicable customer’s bill providing the website URL for the Customer Notice and Advice Letter No. 712-Electric and its accompanying tariff sheets, and a toll-free phone number for assistance, beginning within one week after the filing of Advice Letter No. 712-Electric; and, 

d.
Publishing a legal notice of Advice Letter No. 712-Electric (i.e., Attachment 1), with size dimensions of 4 columns width and 11 inches height, in three newspapers of general circulation for the service territory: (1) The Pueblo Chieftain (two consecutive Sundays, December 6 and December 13, 2015); (2) the Cañon City Daily Record (two consecutive Fridays, December 4 and December 11, 2015); and, (3) the Rocky Ford Daily Gazette (two consecutive Thursdays, December 3 and December 10, 2015).
4. In support of its proposed alternative form of notice, Black Hills contends that this notice procedure is the most expeditious and economic means of providing notice of the tariff changes in the short time allotted.

5. The Commission finds good cause to grant the Motion for Alternative Notice.  We find that the alternative form of notice proposed by the Company is reasonable with respect to the stakeholders and the general public.  

2. Request to Waive Response Time
6. Black Hills requests the Commission to waive response time to its Motion for Waiver.  In the Motion for Waiver, Black Hills seeks to recover less than 100 percent of the under-recovered deferred ECA account balance.  The remainder would be recovered in the next ECA, to be filed at the end of February 2016.  Black Hills seeks a partial waiver of the ECA tariff provisions to reduce the impact on customer bills.  

7. In support of its request to waive response time, Black Hills states that Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) support the Motion for Waiver.  

8. Under Commission Rule 1308(c), “[t]he Commission may shorten or waive response time . . . upon a finding that time is of the essence or that the requested relief is unopposed.”
  

9. Here, while the Motion for Waiver is not opposed by Staff and the OCC, there may be other interested parties that plan to respond to the motion.  For this reason, we deny Black Hills’s request to waive response time.  However, because the ECA factor proposed by Black Hills would be applied to customer bills beginning on January 1, 2016, we find that time is of the essence to rule on Black Hills’s Motion for Waiver.  Accordingly, we shorten response time to December 11, 2015.   

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills) on November 30, 2015 is granted.
2. The request for a waiver of response time to the Motion for Waiver filed by Black Hills on November 30, 2015 is denied.  Responses to the Motion for Waiver shall be filed no later than December 11, 2015. 

3. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
December 2, 2015.
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� 4 Code of Colorado regulations 723-1308(c) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. 
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