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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. On November 30, 2015, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills or the Company) filed a motion requesting approval of an alternative form of notice (Motion for Alternative Notice).  

2. On November, 30, 2015, Black Hills filed in this proceeding Advice Letter No. 713-Electric to amend its Avoided Cost Rate on tariff sheet R36 in the Rules section of its Colo. P.U.C. No. 8-Electric Tariff.  The proposed tariff amendment, if approved, will decrease the current Avoided Cost Rate.
3. In its Motion for Alternative Notice, Black Hills seeks authorization to use the following alternative form of notice:

a.
Filing with the Commission, and keeping open for inspection, Advice Letter No. 713-Electric and its accompanying tariff sheet;

b.
Posting on the website for Black Hills: (1) a Customer Notice; and (2) Advice Letter No. 713-Electric and its accompanying tariff sheet, 
for 60 days beginning within 1 week after the filing of Advice Letter 
No. 713-Electric; 

c.
Printing a message on each applicable customer’s bill providing the website URL for the Customer Notice and Advice Letter No. 713-Electric and its accompanying tariff sheet, and a toll-free phone number for assistance, beginning within one week after the filing of Advice Letter No. 713-Electric; and, 

d.
Publishing a legal notice of Advice Letter No. 713-Electric, with size dimensions of 4 columns width and 11 inches height, in three newspapers of general circulation for the service territory: (1) The Pueblo Chieftain (two consecutive Sundays, December 6 and December 13, 2015); (2) the Cañon City Daily Record (two consecutive Fridays, December 4 and December 11, 2015); and, (3) the Rocky Ford Daily Gazette (two consecutive Thursdays, December 3 and December 10, 2015).
4. In support of its proposed alternative form of notice, Black Hills contends that this notice procedure is the most expeditious and economic means of providing notice of the tariff changes in the short time allotted.

5. The Commission finds good cause to grant the Motion for Alternative Notice.  We find that the alternative form of notice proposed by the Company is reasonable with respect to the stakeholders and the general public.  

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The motion filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP on November 30, 2015 requesting approval of an alternative form of notice is granted.
2. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
December 2, 2015.
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