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I. by the commission

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. By Decision No. C15-1190 issued November 12, 2015, the Commission opened an Investigation and required the Regional Transportation District (RTD) to file its Corrective Action Plan (CAP) and any associated hazard analysis, if necessary, for Commission review and approval in this investigation proceeding within 30 days of the Decision.

2. RTD filed its CAP and associated hazard analysis in this proceeding on November 13, 2015.  The CAP contains all of the information required by Rule 7346 of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Railroads, Rail Fixed Guideways, Transportation by Rail, and Rail Crossings, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-7.

3. RTD is proposing to install an additional signal (to be designated S268 CC) to create a “double red signal” at the Central Platte Valley (CPV) Junction.  This proposed location would add an additional 404 feet of spacing that will allow the Automatic Train Stop (ATS) system the additional space to safely bring a train traveling at the permitted speed through the CPV Junction if it bypasses this new red signal to a stop prior to reaching the diamond crossover in the CPV Junction.  RTD identifies the advantage of this mitigation measure as providing a repeater of the signal aspect at S254 CP.

4. RTD’s hazard analysis regarding the September 12, 2015 accident is shown as a 2D level, or undesirable.  A severity of 2 indicates critical severity, and a frequency of occurrence D indicates a remote frequency of this type of event occurring.  With installation of the additional signal S268 CC, RTD has determined that the hazard risk index will be a 2E, which is acceptable with review.  A frequency of occurrence E indicates an improbable frequency of this type of event occurring.

5. We concur with RTD’s hazard analysis regarding this matter.  The frequency of an event such as the September 12, 2015 red signal bypass does appear to have a remote frequency of occurrence, but could create a critically severe situation.  With the proposed additional signal installed, while the outcome of such an incident will continue to be of critical severity, the prevention of train to train collisions at the CPV Junction due to an operator bypassing a red signal will be reduced to an improbable frequency with the additional distance to allow the ATS system to perform its function.

6. We will approve the CAP submitted by RTD for the CPV Junction.  The solution to create an additional signal and provide additional distance for the ATS system to operate is appropriate.  We will require RTD to install the proposed new wayside signal as described in the CAP.  RTD states that the installation will be complete by January 31, 2016 or within 90 days of Commission approval of the CAP.  We will require Commission Staff (Staff) to monitor the progress of the CAP completion through field visits, and ongoing discussions with RTD.  
7. We will require RTD to inform the Commission, in writing in this proceeding, that the work and testing to implement the CAP is complete and that the new signal is operational within five days of completion of the CAP.  We will require Staff to verify that the signal installation has been completed per the CAP prior to closing this investigation.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Corrective Action Plan (CAP) filed by the Regional Transportation District (RTD) on November 13, 2015 is approved.  RTD is approved to install the new wayside Signal 268 CC as described in its CAP.

2. RTD is required to keep the Commission informed of the installation and testing progress of its CAP through communication with Commission Staff.

3. RTD is required to inform the Commission through a filing in this proceeding when the CAP is complete and operational within five days of the completion of the installation and testing.

4. No additional filings are required of RTD at this time.

5. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

6. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 18, 2015.
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