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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On October 29, 2015, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an Application for Approval of Two Innovative Clean Technology (ICT) Projects (Application). Public Service also filed a Motion for Expedited Treatment (Motion).  This Decision establishes a shortened notice and intervention period for the Application, such that requests to intervene shall be filed no later than November 19, 2015, and sets a November 9, 2015 deadline for filing responses to the Motion.

B. Discussion

2. Public Service explains in the Application that ICT Projects are intended to further the development, commercialization, and deployment of new advanced technologies that provide potential environmentally superior benefits over technologies currently in use.  

3. The proposed Panasonic Project consists of a 1.3 MW solar installation, a 
1-2 MWh battery storage system, and the associated power controls and balance of system facilities. All assets will be owned and operated by Public Service, with maintenance services being provided by Panasonic Enterprise Solutions Company (PESCO).  Public Service estimates the construction cost of the project to be approximately $10.3 million ± 10 percent.  Public Service is expected to incur $6.7 million, with the remainder of the support being provided by Denver International Airport (DIA) and PESCO.  Public Service states that the intent of the project is to begin to understand the operations of and potential benefits of microgrids.  

4. The proposed Stapleton Project is expected to consist of six customer-sited batteries, as well as utility-sited batteries of varying sizes installed at six different locations along a feeder that already has a significant amount of reverse power flow. Public Service expects these batteries to charge during excess generation hours and to discharge during peak load hours. The operation of the batteries in this manner will minimize the impacts of solar on the feeder, reduce the peak demand on the feeder, and reduce the marginal cost of energy by storing power at a lower cost of energy and discharging it at a higher cost.  Public Service estimates the construction cost of the project to be approximately $4 million ± 30 percent. Public Service intends to study the potential for energy storage to help manage the impact of the variability of high penetrations of distributed solar photovoltaic energy on distribution system feeders. 

5. By Decision No. C09-0889 in Proceeding No. 09A-015E issued August 13, 2009, the Commission found merit in handling ICT Project applications in the most expedient manner.  The Commission directed Public Service to engage stakeholders prior to submitting an ICT Project application, and required any ICT Project application filing to include a request for a shortened notice and intervention period.  The Commission also directed Public Service to discuss a proposed procedural schedule with stakeholders and to include the stakeholder’s comments on the proposed procedural schedule in the ICT application.  

6. In accordance with these procedures, Public Service requests a decision to shorten the notice and intervention period for the Application to 20 days and to shorten response time to the Motion to 10 days.  Public Service states that it met with a stakeholder group consisting of representatives of the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, Western Resource Advocates, the Colorado Energy Office, Rocky Mountain Institute, the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, DIA, and PESCO to discuss the Application and expedited consideration of the two proposed ICT Projects.  According to Public Service, the response to the Company’s proposal was favorable and the stakeholder group members supported moving forward with the Application.  
C. Conclusion and Findings

7. We find good cause to shorten the notice and intervention period for the Application, consistent with the procedures developed by the Commission for new ICT Projects in Proceeding No. 09A-015E.  The notice and intervention period shall run through November 19, 2015.
8. The Application is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Decision is the notice that the Application for Approval of Two Innovative Clean Technology Projects has been filed.
9. We also find good cause to shorten response time to the Motion.  Responses shall be filed no later than November 9, 2015.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Expedited Treatment (Motion) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on October 29, 2015 is granted, in part, consistent with the discussion above.  The request to shorten the notice and intervention period for its Application for Approval of Two Innovative Clean Technology Projects (Application) is granted.

2. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, by November 19, 2015.  Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Decision.

3. Responses to the aspects of the Motion, other than the request for a shortened notice and intervention period, shall be filed no later than November 9, 2015.

4. The Commission may consider the Application without a hearing if no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene is timely filed, or no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene requests a hearing or contests or opposes the application.

5. If a hearing is required in this matter, the Commission will notify the parties of the hearing date, time, and location.  Public Service must appear at the hearing, if one is set, and present evidence in support of its Application.  Other parties may appear and present evidence in support of their position.

6. If a party does not meet the requirements of this Decision, the Commission may dismiss or strike the Application or intervention upon motion filed by any other party, or upon the Commission’s own motion, unless good cause for failure to meet the requirements is shown.

7. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 4, 2015.
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