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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision amends a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) granted in Decision No. C14-1482, effective December 16, 2014, in Proceeding No. 14A-0896E, for Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.’s (Tri-State or Company) Southwest Weld County Expansion Project (SWEP or Project).   This Decision also enters related findings with respect to magnetic fields and audible noise for the proposed modified portions of the Project.  

B. Discussion

1. Original and Modified Southwest Weld County Expansion Project 
2. Tri-State filed an application on August 26, 2014 in Proceeding No. 14A-0896E requesting a CPCN for the original SWEP with supporting sworn Direct Testimony and Exhibits of Grant D. Lehman, Mark Stout, Karl Myers, and Robert L. Pearson.  
3. The original proposed project entailed: a new 230/115 kV Greenhouse Substation to be located adjacent to Tri-State's existing J.M. Shafer Generating Station; a new 230 kV single circuit transmission line extending from the Greenhouse Substation to Tri-State’s existing Henry Lake Substation; and a new 230 kV capable double circuit transmission line connecting the Greenhouse Substation to Tri-State’s Neres Canal Substation, then extending as a single circuit 115 kV line to Tri-State’s existing South Kersey Substation. Tri-State proposed to design and construct the double circuit line to be capable of 230 kV operation but intended to initially operate one circuit at 115 kV and leave the other circuit de-energized.
4. In the original SWEP application, Tri-State requested a CPCN only for the components of the SWEP that were designed at 230 kV.  For the facilities designed for operation at or below 115 kV and which met the requirements for magnetic fields and noise under Rules 3206(e) and 3206(f) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3, Tri-State requested that the Commission find that the facilities be in the ordinary course of business and not require a CPCN. 
5. Tri-State also requested that the Commission make specific findings regarding the magnetic fields and audible noise consistent with Rules 3206(e) and 3206(f) respectively.  
6. In Decision No. C14-1482, effective December 16, 2014, the Commission granted the application, including a CPCN for the components of the SWEP designed at 230 kV and deemed the components of the SWEP designed for operation at or below 115 kV, which included the 115 kV transmission line between Neres Canal and South Kersey substations, to be in the ordinary course of business and thus not require a CPCN.  In addition, the Commission found the values presented in Tri-State’s studies complied with the magnetic fields and noise requirements set forth in Rules 3206(e) and 3206(f), respectively, and are therefore reasonable.  
7. Tri-State filed on September 3, 2015 in the instant proceeding, an application (Application) to amend the CPCN granted by Decision No. C14-1482 and requested specific findings with respect to magnetic fields and audible noise.  It is the Application that this Decision addresses.  Tri-State filed the Application with supporting sworn Direct Testimony and Exhibits of Grant D. Lehman, Mark Stout, Karl Myers, and Robert L. Pearson.     
8. The Application explains that Tri-State still plans to construct the Greenhouse Substation, the 230 kV interconnection to the J.M. Shafer Generating Station, and the Greenhouse–Henry Lake 230 kV transmission line, all as originally proposed and approved.  Because of land constraints at the Neres Canal Substation site, Tri-State now proposes to purchase a parcel of land near Neres Canal Substation for construction of a future 230 kV substation to be called Milton Substation.  One circuit of the double circuit 230 kV capable line originally planned to connect Greenhouse and Neres Canal will be routed adjacent to the location of the future Milton Substation to facilitate future interconnection at that location, and will then continue to South Kersey Substation.  The second circuit of the double circuit line from Greenhouse to Neres Canal will connect to Neres Canal substation and continue to South Kersey substation as a 230 kV capable line and energized initially at 115 kV. Thus, the modified portion of the Project is a 230 kV capable, double circuit, transmission line (effectively a continuation of the transmission line from Greenhouse Substation for which Tri-State was granted a CPCN) beginning adjacent to the location of the future Milton Substation, with one circuit, de-energized, continuing to South Kersey Substation and the remaining circuit, energized at 115 kV, connecting to Neres Canal substation before continuing to South Kersey Substation.  This modified portion of the Project is in lieu of the originally proposed 115 kV transmission line from Neres Canal to South Kersey Substations.  

9. The fundamental purpose and need for the SWEP remains the same, to serve large industrial loads in southwest Weld County, primarily for oil and gas extraction, processing, and transportation.  In his direct testimony, Mr. Stout explained that land constraints at the Neres Canal Substation location require that a 230 kV substation be constructed near the Neres Canal Substation site to allow for future expansion.  Further, preliminary siting activities have demonstrated that there will be difficulties in permitting and constructing future transmission lines between Neres Canal and South Kersey Substations. Therefore, the Neres Canal to South Kersey circuit is now proposed to be constructed as a double circuit 230 KV line with one circuit de-energized and the other circuit energized initially at 115 kV.     

10.  Through the Direct Testimonies of Dr. Robert L. Pearson and Grant D. Lehman, Tri-State explained its planned steps to mitigate the magnetic fields and audible noise associated with the revised portions of the Project and how the Project's magnetic fields and audible noise levels compare to the levels established by the Commission as being reasonable and not subject to further mitigation.  The Company requests that consistent with Rule 3206(e) and with respect to the modified portions of the Project, the Commission make specific findings that the expected maximum level of magnetic fields that could be experienced under design conditions at the edge of the Project's property boundaries and transmission line rights-of-way, at a location one meter above the ground, are 150 mG or less and are, therefore, reasonable and need not be mitigated to a lower level.  Tri-State also requests that consistent with Rule 3206(f) and with respect to the modified portions of the Project, the Commission make specific findings that the projected level of audible noise radiating beyond the Project's property lines and transmission line rights-of-way at a distance of 25 feet are less than 50 db(A) and are, therefore, reasonable and need not be mitigated to a lower level.

C. Findings and Conclusions 

11. The Application is unopposed.  The Commission will determine this matter without a formal hearing pursuant to § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Commission Rule 1403 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure 4 CCR 723-1.  We find good cause to approve the Application in accordance with § 40-5-101, C.R.S. et seq., and Rules 3102 and 3206 of 4 CCR 723-3.  

12. We grant Tri-State’s request to amend the CPCN for the SWEP.  In addition, we find the values presented in Tri-State’s studies filed with the Application for the modified portions of the project to comply with the magnetic fields and noise requirements set forth in Rules 3206(e) and 3206(f), respectively, and are therefore considered reasonable.

II.  ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application to amend the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the Southwest Weld Expansion Project filed by Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. filed on September 3, 2015 is granted without a hearing and consistent with the discussion above.
2. The values presented in Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.’s studies for the modified portions of the Southwest Weld Expansion Project filed with the Application comply with the magnetic fields and noise requirements set forth in Rules 3206(e) and 3206(f), respectively, and are therefore considered reasonable.
3. The 20-day period provided in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

4. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 21, 2015.
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