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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision grants the request to shorten the notice and intervention period 
for the Petition for Variance of Requirement to File Phase I Rate Case (Petition) filed by Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility LP (Black Hills or Company) on October 6, 2015.  

2. Consistent with the discussion below, we establish a notice and intervention period for the Petition.  Requests for intervention with responses to the Petition shall be filed no later than October 25, 2015.  
B. Discussion

3. Pursuant to Decision No. R12-1401 in Proceeding No. 12AL-628G issued December 5, 2012, Black Hills is required to file a Phase I rate case within three years from the implementation of the rates approved in that proceeding.
  The required filing date of the rate case is December 10, 2015.

4. In the Petition, Black Hills seeks a variance from this requirement, stating that it is no longer necessary to file the Phase I rate case and that the Company and potential parties will save time, resources, and associated expenses of conducting the proceeding if the requirement in Decision No. R12-1401 to file the case is waived.   

5. Black Hills seeks to shorten the notice and intervention period for the Petition to ten days, citing Rule 1103(b) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.  Rule 1103(b) states that if a petition requests a waiver or variance to be effective less than 40 days after the date of filing, the petition must include a request to waive or shorten the Commission notice and intervention period.  

6. Black Hills represents that it has contacted the parties to the settlement agreement in Proceeding No. 12AL-628G and the parties do not oppose the relief requested.  

C. Findings and Conclusions 

7. We find good cause to shorten the notice and intervention period for the Petition.  Intervention shall be filed no later than October 25, 2015.

8. The Petition is available for public inspection at the Commission’s office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202 between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Decision is the notice that the Petition requesting a variance from Decision No. R12-1401 has been filed.
II. Order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request for shortening the notice and intervention period for the Petition for Variance of Requirement to File Phase I Rate Case (Petition) filed by Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility LP on October 6, 2015 is granted.
2. The notice period for the Petition shall extend through 5:00 p.m. on October 25, 2015. 

3. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party, including Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene or, under the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, other appropriate pleadings to become a party by 5:00 p.m. on October 25, 2015.  

4. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
October 15, 2015.
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