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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision grants the petition filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills or Company) to delay the filing of its combined Electric Resource Plan (ERP) and Renewable Energy Standard (RES) Compliance Plan.  We extend the deadline to file these plans from October 31, 2015 to six months beyond the later of the date upon which a final decision is issued in Proceeding No. 14A-0535E or Proceeding No. 15A-0502E.  

B. Discussion

2. On July 21, 2015, Black Hills filed a Petition for Variance to Delay the Filing of Its 2015 Electric Resource Plan and Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan (Petition).  Black Hills seeks a waiver of the deadlines to file its next ERP and RES Compliance Plan as required by Rules 3603 and 3657 of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3. 

3. Rule 3603 requires jurisdictional electric utilities to file an ERP on or before October 31 on a four-year cycle that began in 2011.  Rule 3657(a)(IV) requires them to file a RES Compliance Plan with the ERP filing under Rule 3603.  Black Hills explains that, absent the requested waivers, the Company is required to file an ERP and RES Compliance Plan jointly no later than October 31, 2015.  

4. In the Petition, Black Hills states that Commission decisions yet to be issued in Proceeding No. 14A-0535E
 addressing Black Hills’s 2015-2017 RES Compliance Plan and Proceeding No. 15A-0502E
 addressing Black Hills’s request for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to build and own the 60 MW Peak View Wind Project, will have direct bearing on its next ERP and RES Compliance Plan filings.  The Company therefore seeks a six-month extension to file the combined ERP and RES Compliance Plan from the later of a final Commission decision in either of those proceedings.   

5. Black Hills also states that it discussed the merits of delaying the filings with the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission and determined that a delayed ERP filing would offer the Company and the Commission the benefit of additional time to understand Colorado’s approach to complying with the final Clean Power Plan rules for carbon dioxide emissions from existing power plants recently issued by the Environmental Protection Agency under Section 111(d) of the Clean Air Act.

6. On July 30, 2015, we denied Black Hills’s request to waive the notice and intervention period for the Petition.  We instead allowed for notices of intervention of right requests to intervene to be filed no later than August 31, 2015.

7. On August 14, 2015, Black Hills filed an Amendment to the Petition (Amendment), through which the Company clarified that it is not seeking an extension for more than six months from the later of the date of a final Commission decision in Proceeding No. 14A-0535E or Proceeding No. 15A-0502E.  The Company states that, if a further extension is warranted, Black Hills will file a new petition seeking the additional extension.  
Black Hills also explains that the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel agreed that it would not intervene in this matter as a result of the Amendment.

8. No requests for intervention were filed and the Petition, as amended, is unopposed.

C. Discussion and Findings

9. We find good cause to grant Black Hills’s request to delay the filing of its next combined ERP and RES Compliance Plan to six months beyond the later of the date upon which the Commission issues a final decision in Proceeding No. 14A-0535E or Proceeding 
No. 15A-0502E.  We agree that final decisions in both Proceeding Nos. 14A-0535E and 
15A-0502E are essential to the development of the Company’s next ERP and RES Compliance Plan filings.  A six-month period is a reasonable amount of time to develop the plans, and such additional time also will allow Black Hills to determine how its ERP will be affected by the implementation of the Clean Power Plan under Section 111(d) of the Clean Air Act.  

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Petition for Variance to Delay the Filing of Its 2015 Electric Resource Plan and Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan filed on July 21, 2015 by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills), is granted, consistent with the discussion above.

2. Black Hills shall file its next Electric Resource Plan and next Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan no later than six months beyond the later of the date upon which the Commission issues a final decision in Proceeding No. 14A-0535E or Proceeding No. 15A-502E.

3. The 20-day period provided in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for Rehearing, Reargument, or Reconsideration, begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

4. This Decision is effective on its mailed date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
September 16, 2015.
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� Proceeding No. 14A-0535E was consolidated with Proceeding No. 14A-0534E. Decision �No. C14-0831-I, issued July 16, 2014.


� Proceeding No. 15A-0502E was consolidated with Proceeding Nos. 13A-0445E, 13A-0446E, and �13A-0447E.  Decision No. C15-0642-I, issued July 8, 2015.


� Decision No. C15-0782-I, issued July 30, 2015.
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