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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. By Decision No. C15-0517-I, issued June 1, 2015 (Q1 Decision), the Commission allowed interim High Cost Support Mechanism (HCSM) distributions for the first quarter of 2015 for all eligible providers, based upon the amounts of HCSM support provided on a per wire center, per access line basis in 2014.  In the Q1 Decision, we also directed parties to file proposals or stipulations addressing the remaining high cost distributions no later than June 30, 2015. 

2. By Decision No. C15-0727-I, issued July 20, 2015, we granted the request of Staff of the Commission (Staff) to extend the time to file proposals or stipulations until July 24, 2015.  In its request, Staff stated that more time is necessary to reduce a final agreement, if one is reached, to writing, and that Staff and Qwest Corporation, doing business as CenturyLink QC, CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc., CenturyTel of Colorado, Inc., and El Paso Telephone Company (collectively CenturyLink) will need to involve other parties in discussions before making a final proposal to the Commission.  

3. By Decision No. C15-0781-I, issued July 30, 2015, we granted the request of Staff to extend the time to file proposals or stipulations until August 14, 2015.  In its request, Staff stated that Staff and CenturyLink had reached a settlement in principle but needed to approach other parties to the proceeding and adjust the settlement in principle accordingly.

4. On August 14, 2015, Staff filed an additional Motion requesting an extension of time to file proposals or stipulations addressing high cost distributions and for waiver of response time (Third Motion for Extension).  Staff states that a draft agreement has been circulated between Staff, CenturyLink, and others.  Staff states further that additional time is necessary to resolve issues before the final settlement agreement can be filed with the Commission. 

5. We find good cause to grant the Third Motion for Extension and allow proposals or stipulations addressing high cost distributions to be filed on or before August 19, 2015.  

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. The Motion filed August 14, 2015, by Staff of the Commission requesting an extension of time to file proposals or stipulations addressing high cost distributions and for waiver of response time is granted. 

2. Proposals or stipulations shall be filed in this proceeding no later than August 19, 2015. 

3. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
August 19, 2015.
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