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I. by the commission
A. Statement

1. The Commission received reports that, on Friday, August 7, 2015, at about 1 p.m., the state Buena Vista Correctional Complex in Colorado suffered an electrical power outage, as did the surrounding areas, including the Town of Buena Vista (Buena Vista or Town).  Power was restored to the Town and other areas in about 60 to 90 minutes, but the correctional facility remained without power until about 2 a.m. on Saturday morning.

2. The state correctional facility receives electrical power from Sangre de Cristo Electric Association, Inc. (Sangre de Cristo), a cooperative electric association.  Sangre de Cristo is a member of Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. a wholesale electric power supplier.  Public Service Company of Colorado owns and operates transmission lines serving the Buena Vista area. 
3. Based upon reports received and our authority under Title 40 of the Colorado Revised Statutes, the Commission is opening a proceeding and directs the Commission Staff (Staff) to conduct an investigation of the outage at the Buena Vista Correctional Complex.  This outage, and the evident delays in the restoration of power necessary to maintain the safety and security of such a critical public facility, calls for a full investigation.  The Staff’s investigation is to examine the causes of the outage, responses to the outage, the sufficiency of communications among affected utilities and state agencies, delays in the restoration of power, adequacy of electrical facilities serving the prison, and any other issue that will determine the reason for the outage and measures that may be necessary to prevent future outages and delays in the restoration of power. 

4. The Commission has the authority to open this proceeding to investigate the outage under Articles 1 through 7 and 9.5 of Title 40.  Articles 1 through 7 grant the Commission the power to investigate the adequacy and safety of services provided by all public utilities.  Section 40-9.5-107, C.R.S., authorizes the Commission to resolve any conflict arising from the duties of a cooperative electric association to: “provide and maintain reasonably adequate facilities for the provision of electric utility service within their certificated service areas”; and “construct and maintain their facilities in a careful and safe fashion so as to minimize hazards to either persons or property.”  §§ 40-9.5.107(2), (4), and (7), C.R.S.  The Commission resolves any conflict arising out of these duties in accordance with the procedures provided in Article 6 of Title 40.  § 40-9.5.-107(7), C.R.S.  

5. Staff is also directed to work cooperatively with the affected state agencies to examine the events at the Buena Vista Correctional Complex and how the lessons learned may impact other critical facilities.  The matters to be examined by the Staff with other state agencies include the adequacy of electrical service and facilities, availability of and design of back-up equipment, and communications among utilities, state agencies, and this Commission.
6. Staff is to report its findings and recommendations to the Commission upon completion of its investigation or at a time Staff deems important or necessary. 
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Commission opens this proceeding to investigate events relating to the electrical outage at the Buena Vista Correctional Complex (Buena Vista) on August 7 and 8, 2015.

2. The Commission Staff (Staff) is directed to investigate all matters related to the outage at the Buena Vista facility and report its findings and recommendations to the Commission upon completion of its investigation or at a time the Staff deems important or necessary.

3. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
August 12, 2015.
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