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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision denies the request to waive the notice and intervention period 
for the Petition for Variance from Commission Rules 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 
723-3-3603(a) and 3657(a)(IV) of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities (Petition) filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility LP (Black Hills or Company) on July 21, 2015.  

2. Consistent with the discussion below, we establish a notice and intervention period for the Petition.  Requests for intervention with responses to the petition shall be filed no later than August 31, 2015.  
B. Discussion

3. Pursuant to Rule 3603(a), Black Hills must file its next Electric Resource Plan (ERP) on October 31, 2015.  Rule 3657(a)(IV) also requires Black Hills to file a Renewable Energy Standard (RES) Compliance Plan with that ERP, detailing how the Company plans to comply with the RES during the ERP’s resource acquisition period.  

4. Black Hills requests the Commission delay the filing of its combined ERP and RES Compliance Plan until at least six months after the issuance of a final decision on the Company’s 2015-2017 RES Compliance Plan
 and the issuance of a final decision on its Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to Purchase and Own a 60 Megawatt Wind Electric Generating Plan Pursuant to Decision No.  C15-0373.
  Black Hills states that those pending proceedings and the expected release by the Environmental Protection Agency of final regulations of carbon dioxide emission from existing power plants will have an impact on the plans the Company will propose in its next ERP and RES Compliance Plan filings.  

5. Black Hills also requests a waiver of the notice and intervention period for the Petition, arguing that no party will be prejudiced by the proposed delay. 

C. Findings and Conclusions 

6. We find it unnecessary to waive the notice and intervention period for the Petition.  Interested persons shall have an opportunity to seek intervention in this matter and to respond to the Company’s request given the October 31, 2015 filing deadline at issue. We therefore establish a notice and intervention period extending through August 31, 2015.

7. The Petition for Waiver in Proceeding No. 15V-0622E is available for public inspection at the Commission’s office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202 between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. excluding weekends and state holidays.  
This Decision is the notice that the Petition requesting a full variance from Commission Rules 
723-3-3603(a) and 3657(a)(IV) has been filed.
II. Order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request for a waiver of the notice and intervention period for the Petition for Variance to Delay the Filing of Its 2015 Electric Resource Plan and Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan (Petition) filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility LP on July 21, 2015 is denied. 

2. The notice period for the Petition shall extend through 5:00 p.m. on August 31, 2015. 

3. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party, including Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene or, under the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, other appropriate pleadings to become a party by 5:00 p.m. on August 31, 2015.  

4. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
July 30, 2015.
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