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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. On July 20, 2015, Durango Mountain Utilities, LLC (DMU) filed an application requesting approval for its proposal to create two liens issued in conjunction with the acquisition of the Purgatory Ski Resort and DMU by CAA Investments III, LP (Application).  
Within the Application, DMU requests that the Commission grant a motion for alternative form of notice (Motion). 

2. DMU states that its requests for Commission authorization under Commission Rule 4105, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-4 of the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, relate to: (1) the pledge of the 100 percent membership interest in DMU to STORE Capital Investments, LLC; and (2) the creation of a lien against certain real property owner by DMU that was acquired after DMU had issued its debt to Alpine Bank and was therefore not previously subject to a lien in favor of Alpine Bank.   

3. DMU requests that the Commission authorize the creation of the two new liens under the expedited process set forth in Rule 4105, and includes within its Application a request that the Commission establish a 10-day intervention period and rule on the merits of the Application within 30 days of the filing.  Notice of the Application was issued and provided in this proceeding on July 21, 2015, consistent with the expedited timing set forth in Rule 4105.   

4. In support of the Motion, DMU states that most of its customers do not live at their Colorado properties full time and are more efficiently notified through direct mail.  Specifically, DMU requests the Commission approve the notice attached in Exhibit K to the Application as a sufficient form of notice to the customers and tap holders of DMU and that no publication of a notice be required in newspapers of general circulation as required by Rule 4002(d).  DMU states that it will send the notice to its customers by first class mail, many of whom have a primary residence located outside of the DMU service territory.  
5. The Commission finds good cause to grant the Motion and waive response time.  We find that the alternative form of notice proposed by DMU is reasonable, especially considering both the shortened procedural timing set forth in Rule 4105 and that DMU’s customers have primary residences located outside of DMU’s service territory.  

6. DMU shall issue notice consistent with its request by first class mail as soon as practicable, but no later than Monday, July 27, 2015.  DMU shall file an affidavit within the proceeding confirming issuance of notice.  

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The motion filed July 20, 2015, by Durango Mountain Utilities, LLC (DMU) requesting approval of an alternative form of notice that will apply to DMU’s application for approval of its proposal to create two liens is granted, consistent with the discussion above, and response time thereto is waived.  

2. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
July 22, 2015.
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