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INTERIM decision: (1) setting the matter 
for hearing en banc; (2) GRANTING 
motions to intervene; and 
(3) SCHEDULING a prehearing conference
Mailed Date:  
July 14, 2015
Adopted Date:  
July 1, 2015

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an Application for Approval of a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to Upgrade the Cabin Creek Hydroelectric Facility, filed on May 6, 2015 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company).  Public Service seeks to upgrade the pump turbine units, which includes increasing the capacity from 324 MW to 360 MW and extending the life of the facility to operate for an additional 40 years. The Company also proposes to expand the size of the upper reservoir to provide an additional 75 acre-feet of storage capacity.  Together these upgrades will provide an additional 112 MWh of energy generation per storage cycle and 36.6 MW of capacity at an estimated cost of $89.3 million.  
2. Public Service requests a waiver from Electric Resource Planning (ERP) Rule 3615(a)(IV), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, as the proposed 36 MW expansion exceeds the 30 MW exemption limit contained in that rule.  

3. Public Service filed the Application with supporting testimony. 
4. On June 8, 2015, the Colorado Independent Energy Association (CIEA) and Colorado Energy Consumers Group (CEC) filed a joint motion to intervene, and requested that that the Commission set the matter for hearing, asserting that the proposed cost and waiver from ERP competitive acquisition requirements is significant.

5. On June 8, 2015, the Interwest Energy Alliance (Interwest) filed a petition to intervene in support of the application.
B. Findings

6. We find good cause to grant the unopposed joint motion to intervene filed by CIEA/CEC. We also find good cause to grant the unopposed motion to intervene filed by Interwest. Public Service, CIEA/CEC, and Interwest collectively, are parties in this proceeding.  

7. Finally, we are scheduling a prehearing conference for July 21, 2015.  

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Application for Approval of a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to Upgrade the Cabin Creek Hydroelectric Facility, filed on May 6, 2015 by Public Service Company of Colorado is set for hearing before the Commission en banc, consistent with the discussion above.
2. The joint motion to intervene by permission filed on June 8, 2015 by Colorado Independent Energy Association and Colorado Energy Consumers Group is granted.

3. The motion to intervene by permission filed on June 8, 2015 by Interwest Energy Alliance is granted.

4. A prehearing conference in this matter is scheduled as follows:  

DATE:
July 21, 2015
TIME:
2:00 p.m.  

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room  

1560 Broadway, Suite 250  

Denver, Colorado  

5. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 1, 2015.
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