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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. By Decision No. C15-0517-I, issued June 1, 2015 (Decision), we allowed interim High Cost Support Mechanism (HCSM) distributions for the first quarter of 2015 for all eligible providers, based upon the amounts of HCSM support provided on a per wire center, per access line basis in 2014.  The HCSM Administrator was directed to arrange for payments as soon as practical, consistent with the Decision.

2. The amounts for the interim distributions are generally one-fourth of the annual 2014 distributions per wire center as set forth in Attachments A through C to the Decision.  Because Attachments A, B, and C, identify support by wire center and could be used to derive information designed by providers as proprietary, the attachments were designated and treated as confidential exhibits, pursuant to Rule 1100(f) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.  Prior to the Decision, no confidential information was filed in this proceeding.  Public Versions of Attachments A, B, and C were provided in the proceeding on June 12, 2015.  

3. As of the date of this decision, the following parties have filed non-disclosure agreements (NDAs) in this proceeding: Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission; NE Colorado Cellular, Inc., doing business as Viaero Wireless; Qwest Corporation, doing business as CenturyLink QC, CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc., CenturyTel of Colorado, Inc., and El Paso Telephone Company (collectively CenturyLink); Northern Colorado Communications, LLC (NCC); Colorado Telecommunications Association, Inc.; and AT&T Corp. and Teleport Communications America LLC.  

4. On June 10, 2015, NCC filed a Motion requesting distribution of first quarter 2015 HCSM support (Motion).  NCC represents that it was designated as an Eligible Telecommunications Provider (ETC) and Eligible Provider (EP) in Proceeding No. 12A-1186T for the CenturyLink exchange of Weldona.  NCC states that it did not receive any HCSM distributions in 2014, but that it stressed the necessity of securing HCSM funds during its ETC and EP proceeding to ensure the financial viability of building out its network infrastructure to provide connectivity to customers in the Weldona wire center.  NCC argues that, although it did not receive HCSM support in 2014, NCC nonetheless qualifies for distribution of first quarter 2015 HCSM support.  NCC requests support for voice customers captured from CenturyLink in the Weldona wire center and includes a confidential exhibit with its Motion. 

5. Pursuant to Rule 1400(b), parties are permitted 14 days after service of a motion to file response, “or such lesser or greater time as the Commission may allow….”  In order to allow time for disbursement of confidential information to parties that have executed the necessary NDAs, we find good cause to allow additional response time to the Motion.  Response time to the Motion shall be extended by seven days; therefore, responses to the Motion shall be due no later than 5:00 p.m., July 1, 2015. 
II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. Response time to the Motion filed by Northern Colorado Communications, LLC, requesting distribution of first quarter 2015 High Cost Support Mechanism support shall be extended to July 1, 2015.

2. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 17, 2015.
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