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IMPORTANT NOTICE:  ANY PERSON DESIRING TO PARTICIPATE ONLY BY MAKING 
A STATEMENT MAY DO SO BY APPEARING AT THE HEARING.  IF YOU DESIRE 
TO ASK QUESTIONS OF A WITNESS OR OTHERWISE PARTICIPATE AS A PARTY 
IN THIS RATE MATTER, YOU MUST REQUEST PERMISSION FROM THE COMMISSION TO BE AN INTERVENOR (EVEN IF YOU HAVE ALREADY FILED AN OBJECTION).  ANYONE DESIRING TO INTERVENE MUST CAREFULLY FOLLOW THE LAW 
AND COMMISSION RULES FOR BECOMING AN INTERVENOR. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON HOW TO INTERVENE, CALL (303) 894‑2070 (PUC EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OFFICE).

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On April 13, 2015, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed Advice Letter No. 1692-Electric.  Public Services seeks to revise its Street Lighting Service (Schedule SL) rate schedule and applicable Rules and Regulations in order to introduce Light Emitting Diode (LED) lighting options to the list of other lighting options available under Schedule SL.  The proposed effective date of the tariffs filed with Advice Letter No. 1692 (Attachment A) is May 14, 2015.
 

2. Public Service states that the four new LED lighting options are intended to replace High Pressure Sodium (HPS) lamps.  The Company proposes to offer this program on a voluntary basis to existing Schedule SL customers and estimates that conducting retrofits for participating customers will be made over an approximate five-year period of time. 

3. Public Service explains that it is proposing the new LED street lighting options in response to municipal customer requests as contemplated by the Commission in the Company’s last Phase II rate case, Proceeding No. 09AL-299E.  In addition, Public Service states that, in the Company’s Demand Side Management Strategic Issues application proceeding, Proceeding No. 13A-0686EG, the Commission again encouraged the Company to introduce LED lighting options for municipalities.
4. Public Service is limiting the new LED alternatives to Company-owned, 
cobra-head-type street lighting for customers on Schedule SL. The Company states that 
LED street lighting conversions for other lighting types, such as ornamental, decorative, or tower type lighting, are not being offered at this time but will propose other LED street lighting options as soon as the equipment meets the Company's criteria and objectives.

5. Public Service explains that the rate design for the proposed LED options incorporates the same rate design as approved by the Commission in the last Phase II rate case with two exceptions.  First, Public Service states that it did not include a Routine Maintenance Charge in the rate schedule but will instead bill customers for maintenance not covered by the manufacturer’s warranty.    Second, Public Service intends to include in the LED base rates, all of the costs to convert existing HPS lamps to LED fixtures with no upfront costs to the customers, and to increase the Construction Allowance above the existing $810 per light to higher levels based upon the wattage of the fixtures.  Public Service states that the savings in energy use from the LED fixtures will more than offset the increased cost to convert the lights from HPS fixtures.

6. On May 1, 2015, the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project (SWEEP) filed a protest to Advice Letter No. 1692 and requested that the matter be set for hearing.  SWEEP raises questions about the calculation of savings from replacing the HPS lamps with LED fixtures, the derivation of the rates set forth on Schedule SL, and the applicability of certain defined terms (such as “Burning Dusk to Dawn”).  SWEEP argues that the Company’s proposals deserve additional and extensive consideration and that a hearing will allow for a sufficient record to be developed.
7. On May 4, 2015, the Cities of Arvada, Aurora, Black Hawk, Centennial, Commerce City, Englewood, Glendale, Golden, Lafayette, Lakewood, Littleton, Northglenn, Thornton and Westminster, and the Town of Superior (the Municipalities) jointly filed a protest to Advice Letter No. 1692 and requested that the matter be set for hearing.  The Municipalities state that they are concerned about several aspects of the proposed changes to Schedule SL and the associated terms and conditions.  For example, they question the calculation of energy costs savings from the use of LED lighting and the amount of such savings that is passed on to the municipal customers. They also raise concerns about conversion, construction costs, maintenance costs, payment terms, the timing of conversions, and the ownership of facilities. The Municipalities also ask the Commission to suspend the effective date of the tariff sheets and set the matter for hearing.
8. Pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., the Commission may, in its discretion, set the tariff pages for hearing which will suspend the effective date for 120 days from the proposed effective date. If the Commission does not establish new rates before the expiration of the suspension period of 120 days, or, in this proceeding, September 11, 2015, the tariff pages filed by Public Service may become effective.
9. Section 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., also provides that the Commission may, in its discretion, by a separate decision, suspend the effective date of the tariff page(s) for an additional 90 days. Thus, the Commission has the power and authority to suspend the effective date of the tariff pages for a maximum of 210 days or, in this proceeding, until December 10, 2015. If the Commission further suspends, by a separate decision, the effective date of the tariff pages for an additional 90 days, and if no new rates are established by the Commission before December 10, 2015, the tariff pages filed by Public Service may become effective.
B. Conclusions and Findings

10. The Commission finds good cause to suspend the effective date of the tariff pages submitted with Advice Letter No. 1692 and set this matter for hearing. 

11. This matter is referred to an Administrative Law Judge. 

12. A pleading to intervene may be filed by any person, firm, or corporation desiring to be a party and fully participate in this proceeding, as ordered below.  The filing of any other document protesting the tariff pages shall not allow participation as an intervenor in this matter.
II.
ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The proposed effective date, May 14, 2015, of the tariff pages filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) with Advice Letter No. 1692-Electric is suspended for 120 days until September 11, 2015, or until further order of the Commission.
2. This matter is referred to an Administrative Law Judge.  The Administrative Law Judge shall set a hearing date, rule on interventions, and establish other procedures by separate decision(s).  
3. Any person, firm, or corporation, including any who have previously filed a document protesting the proposed tariff pages, who desire to intervene and participate as a party in this proceeding shall file a motion to intervene with the Commission within 30 days after the mailing date of this Decision and shall serve a copy of the motion on Public Service’s attorney of record. 
4. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 13, 2015.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


PAMELA J. PATTON
________________________________



GLENN A. VAAD
________________________________

Commissioners




� On April 17, 2015, Public Service filed an amended Advice Letter No. 1692 to include applicable tariff sheets that were inadvertently omitted from the filing submitted on April 13, 2015.  Public Service states that the tariff sheets filed on April 13, 2015 already incorporated the LED Conversion Cost Charges for all four LED street light sizes and that the missing tariff sheets simply provide explanatory data and thus do not constitute an omission of information that affects the proposed rate.
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