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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On February 10, 2015, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills or the Company) filed an Application for a Commission decision approving a refund for retail customers who are billed under Rate Schedule RS-3 beginning on and after August 1, 2013. Rate Schedule RS-3 is applicable to residential net-metered customers with on-site solar photovoltaic (PV) systems.  Consistent with the discussion below, we grant the application.
B. Discussion and Findings 

2. On July 31, 2013, Black Hills filed compliance tariffs in Proceeding No. 
13AL-0861E, with an effective date of August 1, 2013, pursuant to Decision No. C13-0794 issued in Black Hills’s 2012 Phase II rate case, Proceeding No. 12AL-1052E.  The compliance tariff filing under Advice Letter No. 669 included a tariff sheet for Rate Schedule RS-3.  However, a tariff sheet for the RS-3 rate was not originally included with the tariffs sheets filed under Advice Letter No. 662 to initiate the Phase II rate case.

3. On February 10, 2015, Black Hills filed Advice Letter No. 695 in Proceeding No. 15AL-0092E to reduce the Customer Charge in the RS-3 rate schedule by $5.00 so that it would equal the Customer Charge for residential customers under rate schedule RS-1.  The Commission allowed the amended tariff sheets for RS-3 to go into effect by operation of law on March 13, 2015. 
4. Also on February 10, 2015, to cure any alleged deficiencies associated with the previous advice letter filings, Black Hills filed the application in this Proceeding for Commission approval to refund residential net-metered customers the difference between the RS-3 and the RS-1 rates paid by the residential net-metered customers between August 1, 2013, and March 13, 2015.
  According to Black Hills, the total dollar amount of the refund is approximately $50,000.
5. On February 11, 2015, the Commission issued a Notice of Application Filed, establishing an intervention period extending through March 13, 2015.  No notices of intervention by right or petition for permissive intervention were filed.  Black Hills’s application is therefore uncontested.

6. On March 30, 2015, the application was deemed complete by operation of Rule 1303(c)(III) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1. 
7. We find good cause to grant Black Hills’s application as an uncontested matter under Rule 1403.  Black Hills shall refund retail customers who were billed under Rate Schedule RS-3 beginning on and after August 1, 2013, in accordance with the amounts and procedures set forth in the application.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application of Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP for approval to refund retail customers who have been billed under Rate Schedule RS-3 beginning on and after August 1, 2013, is granted.

2. Black Hills shall submit an affidavit in this Proceeding establishing that customers billed under the RS-3 rate have been refunded the proper amounts.

3. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114, C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the effective date of this Decision.
4. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
April 29, 2015
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� Staff of the Colorado Public Utility Commission (Staff) requested that the Commission initiate a show cause proceeding, alleging that Black Hills had violated several statutes and Commission rules by charging residential net-metered customers rates under the RS-3 rate schedule.  Staff argued that the RS-3 rate schedule was not properly noticed to the Commission and to the public pursuant to §40-3-104, C.R.S.  On April 29, 2015, at the Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting, the Commission decided not to issue a formal show cause order.


� The RS-3 rate for residential net-metered customers was in effect between August 1, 2013 and March 13, 2015.
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