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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. On March 17, 2015, by Decision No. C15-0234, the Commission opened this Proceeding to determine distributions from Colorado’s high cost support mechanism (HCSM) consistent with the 2014 telecommunications reform legislation.  
2. Upon opening this Proceeding, we invited interested persons and eligible providers of basic services to submit comments on the application of § 40-15-502(5)(a), C.R.S., to the Commission’s calculation of high cost distributions to eligible providers of basic services.  Additionally, we ordered any person, firm, or corporation wishing to intervene or participate as a party in this Proceeding or to participate as amicus curiae to file notices or motions by 
March 30, 2015.

3. We further noted that, as of the date when Decision No. C15-0234 was issued, we had not received any proposals for the distribution of high cost funds in 2015.  The Commission also invited any person to submit proposals to the Commission for its review and approval.  
B. Interventions and Comments  

4. On March 30, 2015, Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) filed its Entry of  Appearance of Staff Counsel,  Notice Pursuant to Rule 1007(a), and Nondisclosure Agreements.  Additionally, Staff filed comments regarding the application of C.R.S., §40-15-502(5)(A).
5. On March 30, 2015, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed its Notice of Intervention of Right, Entry of Appearance, and Comments.  

6. On March 30, 2015, Qwest Corporation dba CenturyLink QC, CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc., CenturyTel of Colorado, Inc., and El Paso Telephone Company (collectively CenturyLink) provided Notice of Intent to Participate and Notice of Intervention as of Right, stating that this proceeding directly affects CenturyLink’s rights and obligations as a carrier that collects and remits the HCSM surcharge and as a recipient of HCSM funds.  CenturyLink filed initial comments on March 30, 2015.
7. On April 17, 2015, CenturyLink filed a Motion for Interim Determination of Support.  CenturyLink requests that the Commission issue an order requiring support for the first quarter of 2015 to be calculated using the same methods that were used to calculate support for the first quarter of 2014 but omitting any support for the 56 wire centers found to be effectively competitive.
8. On March 26, 2015, AT&T Corp. and Teleport Communications America LLC (AT&T) filed a Notice of Intervention as of Right.  AT&T states that, as a provider of local exchange and intrastate telecommunications service, it collects and remits funds to the HCSM and that the matters raised in this Proceeding will directly affect its business and legally protected rights.
9. On March 30, 2015, Comcast Phone of Colorado, LLC (Comcast) filed a Notice of Intervention as of Right, stating that it has a registered carrier in Colorado, pays into the HCSM for certain services, and that this Proceeding will directly affect its business.

10. On March 26, 2015, NE Colorado Cellular, Inc., dba Viaero Wireless (Viaero) filed a Motion to Intervene by Permission and Entry of Appearance.  Viaero filed comments on March 30, 2015.  In its Motion to Intervene, Viaero states that it receives support in some areas that have not yet been subject to Commission determinations of effective competition under § 40-15-207, C.R.S., thus this Proceeding could substantially affect its pecuniary interests.  Viaero also filed comments on March 30, 2015.
11. On March 26, 2015, Northern Colorado Communications, LLC (NCC) filed a Motion to Intervene and Entry of Appearance.  NCC states that it has been designated an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) and an HCSM eligible provider in the Weldona wire center, and as such has a direct pecuniary interest in the methods by which HCSM funds will be distributed in 2015.

12. On March 30, 2015, the Colorado Telecommunications Association, Inc. (CTA) filed a Motion to Intervene and Initial Comments.  CTA states that several of its members are HCSM recipients and that all CTA members are eligible to apply for HCSM funds.  CTA therefore asserts that any modifications to the HCSM directly affect its members’ tangible and pecuniary interests.
13. On March 30, 2015, Sprint Communications Company L.P. and Sprint Spectrum L/P dba Sprint PCS (Sprint) filed a Corrected Motion to Intervene.  Sprint states HCSM distributions impact the Sprint’s business in three ways:  1) whether and to what extent HCSM funds are available to Sprint’s competitors; 2) what companies will provide service in Sprint’s service area; and 3) what services are offered in Sprint’s service area.
14. We find good cause to grant the motions for intervention filed by Viaero, NCC, CTA, and Sprint.  The parties in this proceeding are Staff, OCC, CenturyLink, AT&T, Comcast, Viaero, NCC, CTA, and Sprint.
15. On March 30, 2015, Bresnan Broadband of Colorado, LLC (Bresnan) filed Initial Comments.  However, Bresnan has not filed a notice or motion for intervention.  Bresnan shall a motion to intervene no later May 8, 2015, if it seeks to participate in this proceeding as a party.
C. Deadline for First Quarter 2015 CHCSM Distributions
16. Pursuant to Rule 2848(e), the HCSM Administrator is to arrange HCSM payments to eligible providers within 30 days of the last day of each quarter.  For the first quarter of 2015, that date is April 30, 2015.  
17. At our Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting on April 29, 2015, we allowed interim HCSM distributions for the first quarter of 2015 for all eligible providers, based upon the amounts of HCSM support provided on a per wire center, per access line basis in 2014.  
We also granted, in part, CenturyLink’s Motion for Interim Determination of Support.  Our findings and directives regarding the amounts to be paid to the eligible providers, including CenturyLink, will be addressed in a separate decision.  
18. Because that decision will issue after April 30, 2015, it is necessary to waive the April 30, 2015, date for first quarter CHCSM distributions.  Such payments shall be arranged by the HCSM Administrator in accordance with the forthcoming decision setting the amounts of the interim first quarter 2015 distributions the carriers shall receive.
II. ORDER  
A. The Commission Orders That:  
1. Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission is a party in this matter.

2. The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel is a party in this matter.

3. Qwest Corporation dba CenturyLink QC, CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc., CenturyTel of Colorado, Inc., and El Paso Telephone Company (collectively CenturyLink) is a party in this matter.

4. AT&T Corp. and Teleport Communications America LLC is a party in this matter.  

5. Comcast Phone of Colorado, LLC is a party in this matter.

6. The Motion to Intervene filed on March 26, 2015, by N.E. Colorado Cellular, Inc., doing business as Viaero Wireless, is granted.  N.E. Colorado Cellular, Inc., doing business as Viaero Wireless, is a party in this matter.  

7. The Motion to Intervene filed on March 26, 2015, by Northern Colorado Communications, LLC, is granted.  Northern Colorado Communications, LLC is a party in this matter.

8. The Motion to Intervene filed on March 30, 2015, by Colorado Telecommunications Association, Inc. is granted.  Colorado Telecommunications Association, Inc. is a party in this matter.

9. The Motion to Intervene, as corrected, filed on March 30, 2015, by Sprint Communications Company L.P. is granted.  Sprint Communications Company L.P. and Sprint Spectrum L/P dba Sprint PCS is a party in this matter.

10. Bresnan Broadband of Colorado, LLC, shall file a motion to intervene in this proceeding no later than May 8, 2015, if it intends to participate as a party in this matter, consistent with the discussion above.   

11. The April 30, 2015, date for first quarter distributions from the Colorado high cost support mechanism under 4 CCR 723-2-2848(e) is waived, consistent with the discussion above.  

12. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
April 29, 2015. 
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