Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C15-0384
PROCEEDING No. 15A-0183G

C15-0384Decision No. C15-0384
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

PROCEEDING15A-0183G NO. 15A-0183G
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF SOURCEGAS DISTRIBUTION, LLC FOR approval TO REFUND LATE PAYMENT CHARGES IN THE AMOUNT OF $49,884 TO ALL AFFECTED CUSTOMERS.
decision granting application AND
approving proposed refund
Mailed Date:  
April 30, 2015
Adopted Date:  
April 29, 2015
I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On March 25, 2015, SourceGas Distribution LLC (SourceGas, Company, or Applicant) filed an Application for a Commission decision approving a refund of late payment fees incorrectly billed to all customer classes in all service areas of the Company’s Colorado service territory, between June 1, 2014 and February 28, 2015.

2. The Commission gave notice of the Application to all interested persons, firms, and corporations on March 25, 2015.  SourceGas noticed this application by publication in The Denver Post, a newspaper circulated within all areas that would be impacted by the application, on March 27, 2015.  No protests or motions to intervene in opposition have been filed in connection with this Application for a proposed refund.  Accordingly, because the Application is uncontested, it may be decided without a hearing in accordance with 
§ 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 1403, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.
3. The Applicant is an operating public utility subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission and is engaged in, inter alia, the purchase, transmission, distribution, transportation, and resale of natural gas in various certificated areas within the State of Colorado.
4. On February 22, 2013, SourceGas filed Advice Letter No 261 to address the changes to its Tariff that resulted from proposals included in the general rate case that was filed by SourceGas’s affiliate, Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC.  In Advice letter No. 261, SourceGas filed First Revised Sheet No. 118.  Tariff Sheet No. 118, Section 8.c contains the Terms and Conditions regarding Late Payment Fees. 

5. The Revised Sheet issued May 1, 2014 that went into effect June 1, 2014, inadvertently narrowed the scope of the Late Payment Fees Term and Conditions and limited the applicability to only distribution transportation service customers. 

6. The Company has assessed a total of $49,884 in Late Payment Fees between June 1, 2014 and February 28, 2015.  Late Payment Fees were assessed to all Customer classes in the service areas of SourceGas’s Colorado service areas.  The Company will apply a one-time bill credit to each affected customer bill.  The Company calculated interest pursuant to 
Rule 4 CCR 723-4-4410(b)(III) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, at the approved 2015 deposit interest rate of 0.34 percent, however, due to the relatively small size of the refund per customer, the calculated interest is zero. 

7. SourceGas will start applying the bill credit on bill cycles beginning on May 1, 2015 and the bill process is to be completed by May 31, 2015.
8. The Company will remit any refunds remaining undistributed after good faith efforts by the Applicant to refund customers that are no longer active within four months after the refunds are deemed undistributed pursuant to Rules 4410(c) and (d).
9. SourceGas has no master meter operators. Therefore Rule 4 CCR 723-4-4410(e) in not applicable to this Application.
10. In accordance with Rule 4410(b)(VIII), 4 CCR 723-4, the Applicant will submit an affidavit establishing that the $49,884 has been refunded as described above.
11. The Application contains all of the information required under Rules 4 CCR 
723-4-4002 and 4410.
12. We find SourceGas’s Application to authorize refunding late payment fees to all Customer classes in their Colorado service territory is in the public interest and is therefore granted. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application of SourceGas Distribution LLC (SourceGas) for approval to refund late payment fees is deemed complete and is granted.

2. SourceGas is authorized to provide the refund to its customers in accordance with the discussion above.  
3. SourceGas will submit an affidavit establishing that the amount of $49,884 has been credited to the appropriate customers and to Energy Outreach Colorado.

4. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114, C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the effective date of this Decision.
5. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
April 29, 2015.
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