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Adopted Date:  
April 16, 2015
I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. This Interim Decision records the Commission’s actions and consideration of the Applications for Rehearing, Reargument, or Reconsideration (RRR) filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Company, LP (Black Hills), Western Resource Advocates (WRA), the Colorado Independent Electric Association (CIEA), and the Southeast Colorado Solar Coalition (SCSC) on March 19, 2015.

B. Background
2. On February 27, 2015, the Commission issued its Phase II Decision in this Electric Resource Plan proceeding.
  In its Phase II Decision, the Commission denied the new utility resources in the preferred resource plan presented by Black Hills in its 120-Day Report filed on November 26, 2014.  Among the denied utility resources is a 60 MW wind project, identified as Bid 236-3A. 

3. On March 19, 2015, Black Hills, WRA, CIEA, and SCSC each filed an Application for RRR of the Commission’s Phase II Decision and to approve Bid 236-3A. 

4. On April 10, 2015, the Colorado Energy Office (CEO) filed a motion for leave to reply to the RRR applications and attached its comments to the motion for leave.  
C. Findings and Conclusion
5. Under § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., any application for RRR shall be considered and acted upon by the Commission within 30 days; if not, the applications are deemed denied.  See also Rule 1506(e) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 
723-1.  A Commission decision on RRR is not final for purposes of judicial review until it is served on the parties.  § 40-6-114(4), C.R.S.

6. On April 16, 2015, at its regular weekly meeting, the Commission deliberated on the CEO’s motion and decided to grant it.  The Commission also considered and took action upon the applications for RRR at the open meeting.  The Commission deliberated and voted to deny the applications for RRR.  The Commission affirmed its Phase II Decision with modifications.
7. The Commission on its own motion deliberated the proposal of Chairman Epel to permit Black Hills to submit an alternative bid for Commission review in this proceeding.

8. The Commission will issue in due course a written decision on the merits of the RRR applications, modifications to its Phase II Decision, and the parameters for an alternative bid submission from Black Hills.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Leave to Respond to Applications for Rehearing, Reargument, or Reconsideration filed by the Colorado Energy Office on April 10, 2015, is granted. 

2. The Commission considered and acted upon the Applications for Rehearing, Reargument, or Reconsideration of Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP, Western Resource Advocates, Colorado Independent Energy Association, and Southern Colorado Solar Coalition, all filed on March 19, 2015, at the Commission’s weekly meeting on April 16, 2015. 

3. This Decision is an interim decision and not a final decision of the Commission subject to judicial review under § 40-6-115, C.R.S.
4. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
April 16, 2015.
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