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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On March 13, 2015, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) for the Avery Distribution Substation Project (Application).  

2. Public Service seeks authority to construct a new substation in Weld County approximately three miles south of the Platte River Power Authority’s Ault – Timberline 230 kV line. The new substation will tap into that existing line with a new 230 kV double-circuit line using an “in-and-out” termination configuration.  The proposed substation is intended to enable the Company to install two additional distribution transformers and additional distribution feeders in the future. The project will provide backup electrical service to the Cobb Lake and Windsor substations.  The project also includes additional distribution infrastructure investment.

3. According to Public Service, the project is needed to serve new load growth and development in the Timnath area and to maintain reliable electric service.  The Company estimates the construction cost of the project to be approximately $15.7 million.

4. On March 17, 2015, the Commission issued a Notice of Application Filed in this proceeding.  The notice established an intervention period through April 16, 2015.
5. On April 6, 2015, James Rosintoski filed public comment requesting that the Commission not grant a CPCN for the Avery Substation. Mr. Rosintoski did not request to intervene or become a party in this proceeding. However, according to his comments, Public Service has considered neither the possible alternatives to the project nor the environmental and neighborhood impacts of the project.  Further, Mr. Rosintoski asserts that if Public Service requires a substation in the Avery project area, it should interconnect its system at the existing Carey Substation and install a distribution transformer and feeder breakers.
6. On April 14, 2015, Public Service filed a motion requesting an extension of the notice and intervention period for this proceeding from April 16, 2015 to April 30, 2015. Public Service suggests that the additional time will allow it to file Supplemental Direct Testimony to support further the need for the Avery substation.  Specifically, it proposes to file testimony no later than April 20, 2015 that responds to the concerns raised in Mr. Rosintoski’s comments, potentially to avoid the need for the Commission to hold a hearing in this proceeding.
B. Findings and Conclusions

7. We find good cause to waive response time to Public Service’s motion and to grant the motion.  The notice and intervention period in this proceeding shall be extended through April 30, 2015.  

8. The Application is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays. This Decision is the notice that the intervention period for Public Service’s Application for a CPCN for the Avery Distribution Substation Project is extended through April 30, 2015.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Response time to the Motion for Extension of Intervention Period filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on April 14, 2015, is waived and the motion is granted.

2. The notice and intervention period for the Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the Avery Distribution Substation Project (Application) is extended through April 30, 2015.
3. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, by April 30, 2015. Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.

4. All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, petition to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Decision.

5. Responses to any petitions to intervene shall be filed no later than noon on May 7, 2015.

6. The Commission may consider the Application without a hearing if no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene is timely filed, or no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene requests a hearing or contests or opposes the Application.

7. If a hearing is required in this matter, the Commission will notify the parties of the hearing date, time, and location. Public Service must appear at the hearing, if one is set, and present evidence in support of its Application. Other parties may appear and present evidence in support of their position.

8. If a party does not meet the requirements of this Decision, the Commission may dismiss or strike the Application or intervention upon motion filed by any other party, or upon the Commission’s own motion, unless good cause for failure to meet the requirements is shown.

9. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
April 16, 2015.
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