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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement
1. This matter comes before the Commission in consideration of a Petition for Variance (Petition) filed by Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos or Company) on April 1, 2015.  The Company requests an extension until April 15, 2015 to file its annual Demand-Side Management (DSM) report, its Demand-Side Management Cost Adjustment (DSMCA) filing, and its application for a bonus.

2. Pursuant to Rule 4752(b) of the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-4, a regulated gas utility must file with the Commission no later than April 1 of each year its annual DSM report, DSMCA filing, and an application for a bonus if applicable.

3. Atmos states that in preparing its annual DSM report and related DSMCA tariff adjustment filing, the Company became aware that, based on the customer savings achieved in the Company’s 2014 DSM program, it is eligible for a financial bonus pursuant to Rules 4754 and 4760. 

4. In its Petition, Atmos states that the bonus was “unexpected” and that it seeks additional time to finalize its application as well as the related DSM report and DSMCA filing. The Company also states that it is working with Commission Staff to ensure that the calculations are accurate.

5. The updated DSMCA filed pursuant to Rule 4752(b) will not go into effect until July 1, 2015. We agree with Atmos that none of the Company’s customers will be prejudiced in granting the Petition and find good cause to provide additional time for the Company to work with Commission Staff on the accuracy of the bonus calculation. 

6. Atmos also requests a waiver of Rule 1206(a), 4 CCR 723-1 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, which requires the Commission to provide notice of the filing of the Petition, and of Rule 1206(d), which establishes the intervention period.  We find that waiving Rules 1206(a) and (d) is appropriate because of the relief sought in the Petition.

7. We find good cause to grant the Petition and direct Atmos to file its annual DSM report, DSMCA filing, and application for a bonus no later than April 15, 2015. 
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Petition for Variance filed by Atmos Energy Corporation filed on April 1, 2015 is granted consistent with the discussion above. 

2. Consistent with the discussion above, the Commission waives Rules 1206(a) and 1206(d) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1. 

3. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
April 9, 2015.
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