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I. by the commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Public Utilities Commission (Commission or PUC) for consideration of an application (Application) filed by the Regional Transportation District (RTD) on February 18, 2015, requesting a Decision authorizing alterations RTD would 
like to make by disconnecting the active warning crossing signals and chaining gates in the upright position to prevent accidental dropping to the at-grade highway-rail grade crossings 
of the Boulder Industrial Lead with Thornton Parkway, National Inventory No. 748409Y; 100th Avenue, National Inventory No. 805113G; 124th Avenue, National Inventory No. 804302A in the City of Thornton; and 112th Avenue, National Inventory No. 804300L in the City of Northglenn, County of Adams, State of Colorado.  

2. The Commission gave notice of this Application (Notice) to all interested parties, including adjacent property owners, pursuant to § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S.  The Notice was mailed February 19, 2015.

3. On March 2, 2015, the Union Pacific Railroad Company (UPRR) filed an Entry of Appearance and Notice of Intervention as of Right.  UPRR is currently in the process of submitting its Petition to the Surface Transportation Board for an order authorizing abandonment of UPRR’s common carrier obligations on this section of track, and will participate in this proceeding until such abandonment order has been entered.  UPRR does not contest or oppose the Application.

4. The Commission reviewed the record in this matter and deems that the Application is complete within the meaning of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.

5. The Commission has jurisdiction in this matter under §§ 40-4-106(2)(a) and (3)(a), C.R.S.

6. Now being fully advised in the matter, we grant the Application.

 B.
Findings of Fact
7. The Commission gave notice to all interested parties, including the adjacent property owners.  No intervention was received opposing the Application.

8. RTD seeks authority to disconnect the active warning crossing signals and chain the gates in the upright position to prevent accident dropping of the gates at the crossings of Thornton Parkway, 100th Avenue, 112th Avenue, and 124th Avenue with the Boulder Industrial Lead. 

9. As grounds, RTD states that as of February 28, 2015, all rail service on the Boulder Industrial Lead ceased with no further freight service projected on the corridor.  From March 1, 2015 to sometime in 2016, the crossings are expected to be inactive.  RTD wants to prevent accidental dropping of the gates and disconnect the signals to prevent false activation of the crossing signals and prevent traffic delays.  This situation has previously occurred at other crossings on the Boulder Industrial Lead.  If any maintenance equipment needs to be moved through the crossings, RTD would use a procedure to stop and flag such equipment through the crossings.  

10. RTD states that existing traffic volumes at the crossings are 12,500 vehicles per day (VPD) at the Thornton Parkway crossing traveling at a speed limit of 40 miles per hour (MPH), 5,500 VPD at the 100th Avenue crossing traveling at a speed limit of 40 MPH, 16,250 VPD at the 112th Avenue crossing traveling at a speed limit of 35 MPH, and 4,800 VPD at the 124th Avenue crossing traveling at a speed limit of 30 MPH.  There are currently no train movements through the crossing and currently no train movements through the crossing anticipated in the near future.  The RTD North Metro Rail Line construction is currently planned along the Boulder Industrial Lead to 124th Avenue for the scheduled opening in 2018.

11. Any future changes to the crossings as part of the design of the North Metro Rail Line would involve applications to the PUC for permission to modify the crossings.

12. RTD does not provide the costs of the proposed changes, but states that it has paid for 100 percent of the cost, which was minimal, and is not seeking apportionment of the costs to any additional entity.  RTD proposes to start this work upon approval by the Commission.
13. Because the Application is unopposed, the Commission will determine this matter upon the record, without a formal hearing under § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 1403, Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.

14. Based on the findings of fact, we find good cause exists and that the requirements of public safety and necessity are met by granting the Application and approving the requested modifications consistent with the above discussion.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application (Application) filed by the Regional Transportation District (RTD) on February 18, 2015, requesting a Decision authorizing alterations RTD would like to make by disconnecting the active warning crossing signals and chaining gates in the upright position to prevent accidental dropping to the at-grade highway-rail grade crossings of the Boulder Industrial Lead with Thornton Parkway, National Inventory No. 748409Y; 100th Avenue, National Inventory No. 805113G; 124th Avenue, National Inventory No. 804302A in the City of Thornton; and 112th Avenue, National Inventory No. 804300L in the City of Northglenn, County of Adams, State of Colorado is deemed complete within the meaning of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.

2. The Application is granted.

3. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration, begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

4. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
April 1, 2015.
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