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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. On February 23, 2015, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed Advice Letter No. 1686-Electric with supporting testimony and exhibits pursuant to requirements in Decisions No. R14-0902 issued July 31, 2014 and C14-1505 issued December 26, 2014 in Proceeding No. 13A-0836E.  The Company proposes an effective date of March 26, 2015 for the tariffs filed with Advice Letter No. 1686 (Attachment A).

2. Public Service proposes a Recycled Energy Service Schedule for customers installing projects through the Company’s Recycled Energy Program.  Public Service introduced its Recycled Energy Program as part of the Company’s 2014 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan in Proceeding No. 13A-0836E.   

3. In Decision No. C14-1505, the Commission recognized that a requirement to take Standby Service may affect offers to participate in the Recycled Energy Program, but determined that the record in Proceeding No. 13A-0836E did not support the request of Western Resource Advocates (WRA) to direct the Company to remove the Standby Service requirement from its proposed tariff.
  The Commission instead directed Public Service to file a new tariff and to include in that filing evidence of why recycled energy projects should be required to take Standby Service.

4. On March 20, 2015, WRA filed a protest of Advice Letter No. 1686 and requested the Commission set the matter for hearing.  WRA submits that the requirement for recycled energy projects to take Standby Service may have an impact on the economics of proposed projects and therefore may affect customer interest in installing recycled energy.  WRA also raises a concern that the Company’s Advice Letter introduces changes to the Recycled Energy Program.  WRA suggests that, since these aspects of the program were not part of the Company’s proposal in Proceeding No. 13A-0836E, the Commission did not properly approve them.

5. Pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., the Commission may, at its discretion, set the tariff pages for hearing which will suspend the effective date for 120 days from the proposed effective date. If the Commission does not establish new rates before the expiration of the suspension period of 120 days, or, in this proceeding, July 24, 2015, the tariff pages filed by Public Service may become effective.

6. Section 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., also provides that the Commission may, in its discretion, by a separate decision, suspend the effective date of the tariff page(s) for an additional 90 days. Thus, the Commission has the power and authority to suspend the effective date of the tariff pages for a maximum of 210 days or, in this proceeding, until, 2015. If the Commission further suspends, by a separate decision, the effective date of the tariff pages for an additional 90 days, and if no new rates are established by the Commission before October 22, 2015, the tariff pages filed by Public Service may become effective.

B. Conclusions and Findings

90 The Commission finds good cause to suspend the effective date of the tariff pages submitted with Advice Letter No. 1686 and set this matter for hearing. 

91 This matter is referred to an Administrative Law Judge. 

92 A pleading to intervene may be filed by any person, firm, or corporation desiring to be a party and fully participate in this proceeding, as ordered below.  The filing of any other document protesting the tariff pages shall not allow participation as an intervenor in this matter.
II.
ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The proposed effective date, March 26, 2015, of the tariff pages filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) with Advice Letter No. 1686 is suspended for 120 days until July 24, 2015, or until further order of the Commission.
2. This matter is referred to an Administrative Law Judge.  The Administrative Law Judge shall set a hearing date, rule on interventions, and establish other procedures by separate decision(s).  
3. Any person, firm, or corporation, including any who have previously filed a document protesting the proposed tariff pages, who desire to intervene and participate as a party in this proceeding shall file a motion to intervene with the Commission within 30 days after the mailing date of this Decision and shall serve a copy of the motion on Public Service’s attorney of record. 
4. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
March 24, 2015.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAMELA J. PATTON
________________________________



GLENN A. VAAD
________________________________
                                        Commissioners

CHAIRMAN JOSHUA B. EPEL ABSENT.



� See Decision No. C14-1505, ¶ 60, in Proceeding No. 13A-0836E (issued December 26, 2014).
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