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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. By Decision No. C14-0615-I, mailed June 9, 2014, the Commission established that it would hold a series of panel discussions to gather information on topics related to retail renewable distributed generation and net metering. 

2. At the Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting on February 4, 2015, we discussed holding an additional panel session to address topics including on-site storage; distribution system design; panel orientation and sizing of photovoltaic (PV) systems; “grid parity” and the need for incentives to install retail distributed generation in the future; and a “minimum bill” concept.  In preparation for this discussion, to be held on April 23, 2015, we set forth specific questions to be addressed by the panelists in Attachment A to this Decision. 

3. We also concluded that the Commission would benefit from additional written comments following the panel discussion and by this Decision direct interested participants to file comments on the topics discussed below no later than May 22, 2015.  Replies to those comments may be filed no later than June 5, 2015. 

B. April 23 Panel Discussion 

4. Because the next panel will cover several different topics areas, it will be structured differently from the three previous meetings.  The April 23 session will comprise a series of panels organized around each topic area. 

5. We seek presenters at the April 23 panel discussion who can inform the Commission about residential on-site storage and PV systems, including: the current state of the technology; a quantified assessment of when customer-sited storage may become economic in Colorado; and how on-site storage may influence the cost and cost-effectiveness of distributed generation and net metering.  
6. In previous panels, the Commission was provided information on the value to the utility and to non-solar customers; some of those benefits require changes to the distribution grid.  We seek panelists who can speak to how those changes should be planned. We are also interested in the cost of making those changes as compared to the financial benefits that can be gained. 

7. We also seek additional information on how solar PV system size and panel orientation affects the economics of on-site solar for the utility and customers.  For example, panelists should address how orienting of PV systems can help meet the system peak to the benefit of both the utility and the customer and whether such benefits suggest differing calculations of net metering bill credits.
8. While projections of additional solar installations in the future have been discussed in previous panels, the Commission would like to obtain additional information about forecasts for when residential solar will reach “grid parity” and whether or not utilities should offer either direct incentives to customers to install PV distributed generation, such as payments for Renewable Energy Credits, or net metering once solar reaches that point.

9. Finally, the Commission seeks information on the concept of a minimum monthly bill for customers with net-metered, on-site solar. The discussion should summarize state planning, how an approach could be designed, and what considerations should be taken into account for setting a minimum monthly bill.
10. Each topic panel will likely have two to four participants, including at least one panelist representing the electric utilities and at least one panelist representing the solar industry.  We invite interested persons seeking to serve as a panelist, including utilities and the solar industry, to file a request to participate on the panel no later than April 9, 2015, as described in Decision No. C14-0615-I.  

11.  Upon selection of the panelists by a separate written decision, we request the filing of written responses from the invited panelists to the questions in Attachment A.  The panelists are directed to file written responses to the questions pertaining only to their presentation.  The written responses shall be filed no later than April 16, 2015.  

12. The Commission will publish an agenda by a separate decision.

C. Additional Written Comments

13. Interested persons may file written comments after April 23, 2015.  We encourage participants to summarize the principal areas of agreement and disagreement between the participants in this proceeding with support from the data exchanged in the previous panel discussions (e.g., the costs and benefits of net metering).  We also solicit discussion about the impacts of net metering arising from current penetration levels of on-site solar as well as the projected penetrations as discussed in previous panels.  We further request perspectives on what has been accomplished through our series of panel discussions regarding retail renewable distributed generation and net metering.  

14. We direct interested participants to file comments no later than May 22, 2015.  Replies to those comments may be filed no later than June 5, 2015.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. A Panel Discussion is scheduled as follows:

DATE:
April 23, 2015

TIME:
1:00 p.m. until not later than 5:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1560 Broadway, 2nd Floor

Denver Colorado 

2. Consistent with the discussion above, interested persons seeking to participate in the April 23, 2015 Panel Discussion shall file a request to participate no later March 2, 2015 using the method established in Decision No. C14-0615-I. 

3. The Commission will identify panelists for the April 23, 2015 Panel Discussion by a separate decision.  Invited panelists shall submit written answers to questions they intend to address in their presentation as set forth in Attachment A no later than April 16, 2015. 

4. Consistent with the discussion above, interested persons may file written comments following the April 23, 2015, Panel Discussion no later than May 22, 2015 and Replies may be filed no later than June 5, 2015.

5. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
February 4, 2015.
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