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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. On February 6, 2015, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or the Company) filed an application requesting approval of an alternative form of notice, for waiver of the time limit in 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1210(a)(VII) (Rule 723-1-1210(a)(VII)), and for waiver of response time (Application).  

2. Public Service states that it will file a Phase I gas rate proceeding to increase the base gas rates of all of the Company’s retail customers “[w]ithin the next 30 days.”
    
3. In its Application for Alternative Notice, Public Service seeks authorization to use the following alternative form of notice:

Filing of the tariff change with the Commission and keeping it open for public inspection of the filing;

Publishing a legal notice in The Denver Post, for two consecutive Sundays after the filing of the Advice Letter and tariffs;

Posting a copy of the filing on Public Service’s website; 

Providing the notice as a bill onsert with all of Public Service’s gas bills expected to be delivered over the course of approximately 5 weeks commencing approximately 12 days after the filing and continuing through 47 days after the filing; 
Providing the notice to Public Service’s ebill customers via email with all of Public Service’s customers’ gas bills expected to be delivered over the course of approximately 5 weeks commencing approximately 12 days after the filing and continuing through 47 days after the filing.

4. In support of its proposed alternative form of notice, Public Service contends that this notice procedure is the most economical means of providing notice of the tariff changes in the time allotted.  As compared to direct mail, Public Service states that the proposed alternative form of notice will result in savings of approximately $310,000 that would otherwise be passed on to customers in base rates as part of the Company’s rate case expenses.
  

5. Public Service asserts that 1,633 of its retail customers will not have access to the print edition of The Denver Post.  However, under the proposed alternative notice, these customers will, like all other of Public Service’s retail customers, receive individual notice of the filing as a bill onsert accompanying the next gas bill, or as an email accompanying the next gas ebill.  According to Public Service, under this alternative notice “almost all [of its] gas customers will have access to the published notice within twenty (20) days of the filing and all the Company’s retail gas customers will receive actual notice of the rate case filing and have an opportunity to file a protest and/or intervene prior to the deadline for interventions.”
  However, given Public Service’s rolling schedule for the delivery of gas bills to its retail customers, “it is not possible to provide [] notice to all customers within twenty (20) days of filing as would be necessary under Rule 1210(a)(VII).”
  For this reason, and because “the tariffs to be filed by the Company are expected to be set for hearing and suspended by the Commission,” Public Service requests the Commission to waive the time limit in Rule 1210(a)(VII).
   
6. The Application contains all of the information required by Commission rules and is therefore deemed complete.
7. The Commission finds good cause to grant the Application, to waive the time limit in Rule 1210(a)(VII), and to waive response time.  We find that the alternative form of notice proposed by Public Service is reasonable with respect to the stakeholders and the general public. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on February 6, 2015 requesting approval of an alternative form of notice, for waiver of the time limit in 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1210(a)(VII), and for waiver of response time is deemed complete and is granted.
2. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
February 11, 2015.
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