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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On December 16, 2014, Brewery Tourery, doing business as BeerTooth (Applicant), filed an application for temporary authority to operate as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire.  Applicant filed supplements to the application on December 17, 2014; December 23, 2014; December 31, 2014; January 2, 2015; January 9, 2015; and January 12, 2015.  Applicant filed an amendment to the application on December 31, 2014.  
2. In general, Applicant requests temporary authority to transport passengers in 
call-and-demand charter service and call-and-demand shuttle service between all points in Eagle County, Colorado.  The proposed temporary authority contains several restrictions, including a restriction to providing transportation services that either originate or terminate at breweries, distilleries, brewpubs, or the Minturn Saloon at 146 Main Street, Minturn, Colorado 81645; and, a restriction to providing service during the 2015 FIS World Downhill Ski Championships from January 31, 2015 through February 20, 2015.
3. The Commission gave notice of the application on December 29, 2014.
4. There are no interventions opposing a grant of the application.
5. Pursuant to § 40-10.1-204(1), C.R.S., the Commission may, in its discretion and without hearings or other proceedings, grant temporary authority for common carrier service when “there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no such service capable of meeting the need.”

B. Findings of Fact

6. In support of the application, Applicant states the following:

The temporary authority is requested to satisfy the public’s immediate [and] urgent need for reliable transportation during the 2015 World Championship ski races hosted in Avon, Colorado.  During the month of February, tens of thousands of additional visitors will be present each day.  Current carriers will be unable to satisfy the increased demand due to the low number of carriers in the Vail Valley Region compared with the expected high number of visitors.

7. Applicant submitted letters of public support from Michelle Metteer, the Economic Development Coordinator for the Town of Minturn; Ryan Thompson, the founder and creator of 10th Mountain Whiskey & Spirit Company; Andy Kaufman, the owner of Minturn Saloon; and, Brad Bickerton, attorney and co-founder of 8150 – High Altitude Entrepreneurs.  Overall, these letters state that Applicant’s services are needed and current services are smaller in capacity and/or not of sufficient quality.  Specifically, Mr. Bickerton, who is a resident of Minturn, Colorado and on the Minturn Economic Advisory Committee, states the following: 

Considering the massive amount of people who will be traveling to Eagle County, and Vail specifically during the 2015 World Ski Championships we believe that there is significant need in the valley for additional transportation, as well as an opportunity to provide a unique service to craft beer and spirits aficionados, as well as charter service to organizations in the industry or interested in learning more about the industry.  The estimated influx of visitors during that period is in [the] hundreds of thousands.  

This 25-passenger bus and the services it provides is instrumental to a larger, more ambitious effort to provide exposure and access to the rapidly growing craft spirits industry in Colorado. …

C. Conclusions

8. The Commission finds and concludes that the information submitted with this application shows that an immediate and urgent need for the requested transportation service exists, and there is no other carrier capable of meeting the need.

9. The Commission also finds that Applicant has adequate equipment and financial resources to begin immediate service within the scope of the authority sought, and the application for temporary authority is in the public interest.

10. Applicant is advised that the grant of a temporary authority creates no presumption that a permanent authority will be granted.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Brewery Tourery, doing business as BeerTooth, is granted temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire from January 31, 2015 through February 20, 2015, with temporary authority as set forth in the Appendix attached to this Decision.

2. Brewery Tourery, doing business as BeerTooth, shall operate in accordance with all applicable Colorado laws and Commission rules.

3. Brewery Tourery, doing business as BeerTooth, shall not commence operation until it has complied with the requirements of Colorado laws and Commission rules, including without limitation:
(a) 
causing proof of insurance (Form E or self-insurance) or surety bond (Form G) coverage to be filed with the Commission; 

(b)
paying to the Commission, the motor vehicle fee ($5) for each vehicle 
to be operated under authority granted by the Commission, or in lieu thereof, paid the fee for such vehicle(s) pursuant to the Unified Carrier Registration Agreement; 

(c)
having an effective tariff on file with the Commission.  [Brewery Tourery, doing business as BeerTooth, shall file an advice letter and tariff on 
not less than five days’ notice. The advice letter and tariff shall be filed 
as a new Advice Letter proceeding and shall comply with all applicable rules. In calculating the proposed effective date, the date received 
at the Commission is not included in the notice period and the 
entire notice period must expire prior to the effective date. (Additional tariff information can be found on the Commission’s website at dora.colorado.gov/puc and by following the transportation common and contract carrier links to tariffs)]; and

(d)
paying the applicable issuance fee ($5).

4.  If Brewery Tourery, doing business as BeerTooth, does not comply with the requirements of this Decision within 30 days of its effective date, then the temporary authority shall be void.  For good cause shown, the Commission may grant additional time for compliance if the request for additional time is filed within the 30 days.
5. The Commission will notify Brewery Tourery, doing business as BeerTooth, in writing when the Commission’s records demonstrate compliance with Ordering Paragraph No. 3.
6. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Decision.

7. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
January 14, 2015.
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