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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. By Decision No. C14-1130-I, issued September 16, 2014, the Commission established a procedural schedule and required certain filings prior to a prehearing conference, scheduled January 21, 2015, and evidentiary hearing, scheduled to begin January 26, 2015.   Among other directives, the Commission instructed that: (1) Public Service shall file, upon consultation with the parties, a witness list with estimated cross-examination times for hearing on or before 12:00 p.m. January 20, 2015; (2) parties shall arrive at the hearing room by 8:00 a.m., January 26, 2015, to mark hearing exhibits corresponding to witnesses’ pre-filed testimony;
 (3) at the start of hearing on January 26, 2015, the parties are expected to stipulate into the evidentiary record all pre-filed testimony; and (4) witnesses will be sworn in en masse as a preliminary matter each day of hearing as necessary.  

2. By this Decision, we affirm the directives set forth in Decision No. C14-1130-I.  We also instruct parties on prehearing matters; require an additional filing from Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company); and require the provision of executable models for analysis, consistent with a party’s corrected pre-filed testimony.

3. In addition, on January 8, 2015, Public Service filed a Motion to File Supplemental Testimony (Motion) seeking leave to submit additional pre-filed testimony and exhibits addressing the revenue requirement impact of federal income tax law changes enacted on December 19, 2014.  By this Decision, we shorten response time to the Motion to 12:00 p.m. noon, Friday January 16, 2015. 

B. Post-Hearing Statements of Position 

4. Various positions are promoted by the parties in this proceeding.  To better ensure clarity on how suggested changes to the Company’s cost of service analysis will affect the overall revenue increase and customer rates, parties are instructed to be prepared at the January 21, 2015, prehearing conference to discuss approaches for ensuring the compatibility of recommendations and cost of service adjustments set forth in the post-hearing statements of position (SOPs), due March 6, 2015.  

5. Provision of summary exhibits, similar to Attachment DAB-17, may better enable Commission consideration.  Parties should consider how best to present unified formatting that provides clear and comparable analysis of the parties’ positions.  

6. Public Service shall confer with parties and present to the Commission at the prehearing conference a joint proposal on how each party in individual SOPs should identify and quantify their recommended adjustments in a common format, relative to a common cost of service study, and summarize the associated rate impacts.  If parties cannot agree on how to present the requested information, they shall come to the prehearing conference prepared to propose alternatives, including reasons why uniform presentations are not reasonable.  In addition, parties shall come prepared to discuss whether this additional information necessitates reply SOPs.  If reply SOPs are suggested, parties should propose a filing date.  

7. In addition to discussing more comprehensive SOP filings, parties should 
be prepared to discuss with the Commission the merits of having technical conferences 
with Commission advisors before an Administrative Law Judge, both before and after Commissioners’ deliberations. 

C. Rate Impact Filing

8. By Advice Letter No. 1676-Electric filed in Proceeding No. 14AL-1077E, Public Service’s Transmission Cost Adjustment (TCA) increased for effect on January 1, 2015, to collect an additional $5,864,441.   Pursuant to Decision No. C14-1130-I, the rates filed under Advice Letter No. 1672-Electric will be effective on February 13, 2015, subject to refund.

9. Public Service’s rebuttal testimony provides information on how its preferred 2015 test year cost of service model relates to the revenue increase it seeks and the rates that will change as a result of this proceeding, including the proposed Clean Air-Clean Jobs Act (CACJA) Rider.  Public Service also includes information about how alternative cost of service models, such as a 2013 test year, could be used to derive a base rate increase.  

10. For clarity on the rate changes resulting from the Commission’s final decision in this proceeding, the Commission requires Public Service to file the following additional information and come to the January 21, 2015, prehearing conference prepared to provide an explanation of the following: 

a.
How rate changes that took effect on January 1, 2015, such as the TCA, relate to this rate case; 

b.
How rates will change again for effect February 13, 2015, such as the General Rate Schedule Adjustment (GRSA), the TCA, and the CACJA Rider pursuant to Decision No. C14-1130-I; 

c.
How and under what circumstances rates will change in compliance with the Commission’s decision in this proceeding, including, for example, a scenario where the Commission adopts the Company’s position as set forth in its rebuttal testimony based on 2015 Future Test Year and a scenario where the Commission instead adopts a test year other than the Company’s (e.g., a 2013 Historic Test Year);
 and

d.
An explanation of the estimate bill impacts for these rate changes relative to bills based on the Company’s rates in effect December 31, 2014.  

D. Executable Cost of Service Models

11. In order to assist Commissioners in their deliberations, parties are directed to provide to Commission advisors and other parties executable electronic copies of their cost of service models and analysis, consistent with their corrected pre-filed testimony.
  Copies for the Commission’s advisors shall be provided at the prehearing conference, January 21, 2015.
  If not already provided to the parties, the same information shall be served at or before the prehearing conference.

E. Additional Direction

12. The Commission advises parties that cross-examination of witnesses is not appropriate regarding the interpretation of statutes or legal conclusions.  Pre-filed testimony addresses these issues and the proper venue to brief the Commission on legal arguments is in writing, including through SOPs.  

F. Motion to File Supplemental Testimony

13. In the Motion, Public Service states that the Internal Revenue Service code was revised as of December 19, 2014, such that bonus depreciation now applies to certain of the Company’s assets that were placed in service during 2014.  The Company expects that the impact of these changes will result in a reduction to the revenue deficiencies reflected in the 2015 Future Test Year revenue requirement. 

14. The Company requests it be permitted to file updated information by January 19, 2015.
  It also indicates that it is willing to respond to limited discovery requests resulting from the supplemental testimony.  

15. The Company represents that it has attempted to confer with counsel from all parties and, as of the date of filing the Motion, Public Service did not receive a response from every party that it would not oppose the Motion.  Public Service therefore requests that response time be shortened to four calendar days, or until Monday, January 12, 2015.

16. We find good cause to shorten response time; however, given the timing of the filing, January 12, 2015, is impractical.  We therefore shorten response time to the Motion to 12:00 p.m., Friday, January 16, 2015. 

II.
ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The directives set forth in Decision No. C14-1130-I are affirmed.

2. Parties shall come to the January 21, 2015, prehearing conference prepared to discuss additional information to include in Statements of Position, consistent with the discussion above. 

3. Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or the Company) shall file additional information regarding rates and bill impacts, consistent with the discussion above, no later than January 20, 2015, and shall be prepared at the January 21, 2015, prehearing conference to discuss these filings and the Company’s position.

4. Each party shall provide executable electronic copies of their individual cost of service models and analysis consistent with the party’s corrected pre-filed testimony, consistent with the discussion above. 

5. Response time to the Motion to File Supplemental Testimony filed January 8, 2015, by Public Service is shortened to 12:00 p.m., January 16, 2015. 

6. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 14, 2014.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


PAMELA J. PATTON
________________________________



GLENN A. VAAD
________________________________

Commissioners




� Corrected testimony must be filed on or before January 14, 2015.


� Decision No. C14-1130-I, ¶¶ 13-18.


� The scenarios should address, at a minimum, coincident changes in the GRSA, the TCA, and the CACJA.


� All formulas in the executable version shall be intact.


� Parties shall ensure that formulas and links between files remain intact and executable 


� We note that Monday, January 19, 2015, is Martin Luther King Jr. Day, and Commission offices are closed.  Consistent with Rule 1203, we construe the day for requested filing to be the next business day, January 20, 2015.  
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