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I. STATEMENT, findings and conclusion
1. On September 10, 2013, Commission Staff (Staff) filed a Civil Penalty Assessment Notice (CPAN) with the Commission against Mohamed Amrich, doing business as 
V S P Limousine (Respondent) in Proceeding No. 13G-0986EC.  That same day, Staff filed a separate CPAN with the Commission against the same Respondent in Proceeding 
No. 13G-0987EC. 

2. The Commission referred both proceedings to an administrative law judge (ALJ) to decide the merits of both CPANs. 

3. The undersigned ALJ is assigned to handle both proceedings.  

4. By Decision Nos. R13-1242-I and R13-1244-I issued October 3, 2013, the ALJ established procedural deadlines and scheduled hearings in both matters.  In Proceeding No. 13G-0986EC, a hearing is scheduled for November 19, 2013 at 9:30 a.m.; in Proceeding No. 13G-0987EC, a hearing is scheduled for November 19, 2013 at 1:00 p.m.  Decision Nos. R13-1242-I and R13-1244-I. Both hearings are scheduled to take place at the Commission’s offices in Denver, Colorado.  Id. 
5. On November 5, 2013, Staff filed a Motion to Consolidate Proceeding 
Nos. 13G-0986EC and 13G-0987EC (Motion) in both proceedings. The Motion indicates that Staff contacted Respondent to confer but was unable to reach Respondent and had not heard back after leaving a message. 

6. Respondent has not filed a response to the Motion.  Respondent has also failed to comply with the deadlines established by Decision Nos. R13-1242-I and R13-1244-I.  Given Respondent’s lack of participation in these proceedings to date, the ALJ finds it is unlikely that Respondent will file any response to the Motion.  

7. The deadline to respond to the Motion will expire after the hearing in this proceeding.  Rule 1400(b) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1.  The ALJ finds good cause to waive the response to the Motion and will do so.  Rule 1400(b), 4 CCR 723-1.
8. The Commission may “consolidate proceedings where the issues are substantially similar and the rights of the parties will not be prejudiced.”  Rule 1402, 4 CCR 723-1
9. The Motion argues that consolidation is appropriate because there are significant overlaps in factual information between each proceeding such that holding separate hearings will require repeated production of the same evidence in each case.  The Motion urges that consolidation will reduce litigation and expenses and expedite the resolution of the proceedings. 

10. The ALJ finds that the underlying facts in the referenced proceedings are substantially similar, and the rights of the parties will not be prejudiced by consolidation.  Indeed, Staff’s witness and exhibit lists filed in each proceeding are identical. The ALJ finds that consolidation would minimize the need for parties to submit duplicative evidence, would serve administrative efficiency and economy, as well as conserving the parties’ resources.  Consequently, the ALJ concludes that the requirements of Rule 1402, 4 CCR 723-1 have been met.  Good cause having been shown for the request, the two proceedings will be consolidated for all purposes.  
11. The ALJ will hold only one hearing to address the consolidated proceeding. That will be on November 13, 2013 at 9:30 a.m., as noticed to the parties on October 3, 2013.  Decision No. R13-1242-I.   
12. There will not be a separate hearing held at 1:00 p.m. on November 13, 2013 as previously noticed in Decision No. R13-1244-I.  The ALJ will vacate that hearing.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:  

1. Proceeding No. 13G-0986EC and Proceeding No. 13G-0987EC are consolidated for all purposes.  Proceeding No. 13G-0986EC is the primary proceeding.

2. All parties in each proceeding, by this Decision, become parties in the consolidated proceeding.  

3. All proceeding numbers and captions in the consolidated proceeding shall be listed on all future filings, as on this Decision.  The primary proceeding number stated in Ordering Paragraph 1 above and its caption shall appear first.

4. The filing requirements of Rule 1204 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1 are modified as set forth in this Ordering Paragraph.  In this consolidated proceeding, parties shall file an original and the number of copies of all filings provided for in the Commission’s rules under the primary proceeding, Proceeding 
No. 13G-0986EC only; no filings shall be made in Proceeding No. 13G-0987EC.

5. All requirements of Decision Nos. R13-1242-I and R13-1244-I remain in full force and effect, except that the hearings will be consolidated into one hearing to take place as follows: 

DATE:


November 19, 2013

 LINK Excel.Sheet.8 "\\\\rio\\Division\\PUC\\ALJ\\form Inputs.xls" "210 Timeline NO rebuttal!R24C5" \a \t  

TIME:

9:30 a.m.  

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room 
 

1560 Broadway, Suite 250 
 

Denver, Colorado  

6. Any party wishing to be heard shall appear at the above date, time and location.  
7. The hearing scheduled for November 19, 2013 at 1:00 p.m. in Proceeding No. 13G-0987EC is vacated.  

8. This Decision shall be effective immediately. 
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