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R13-1387-IDecision No. R13-1387-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

13A-0046GPROCEEDING NO. 13A-0046G
IN THE MATTER OF THE application of rocky mountain natural 
gas llc for an order authorizing it to put into effect a system 
safety and integrity rider.  
13AL-0143GDOCKET NO. 13AL-0067G  

IN THE MATTER OF THE ADVICE LETTER NO. 77 filed by rocky mountain natural gas llc to restructure and unbundle its service and to replace tariff no. 3 in its entirety to become effective march 4 2013.  
13AL-0143GDOCKET NO. 13AL-0143G  

IN THE MATTER OF THE ADVICE LETTER NO. 261 OF SOURCEGAS 
DISTRIBUTION LLC TO REVISE ITS COLORADO SCHEDULE OF RATES 
FOR NATURAL GAS SERVICE AVAILABLE IN THE ENTIRE TERRITORY 
SERVED BY THE COMPANY, WITH TARIFF SHEETS FOR PUC NO. 7, 
TO BECOME EFFECTIVE MAY 1, 2013.  
interim DECISION of 
ADMINISTRATIVE law Judge 
paul c. gomez
GRANTING JOINT MOTION IN PART;
ORDERING FILING OF COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT BY NOVEMBER 13, 2013;
SETTING HEARING ON SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT FOR DECEMBER 2 AND 3, 2013; AND 
WAIVING RESPONSE TIME TO MOTION
Mailed Date:  November 4, 2013
I. STATEMENT  
1. On November 1, 2013, Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC, (RMNG) 
SourceGas Distribution LLC, (SourceGas) Staff of the Commission (Staff), the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), A M Gas Transfer Corp. (A M Gas) and Seminole Energy Services LLC (Seminole) (collectively, Settling Parties) filed a Joint Motion to Vacate Evidentiary Hearing Scheduled by Decision No. R13-1046-I and for Waiver of Response Time (Joint Motion).  Interim Decision No. R13-1046-I adopted a procedural schedule which, among other things, scheduled this consolidated proceeding for an evidentiary hearing on November 4 through 8, 2013.  
2. According to the Joint Motion the Settling Parties have reached a comprehensive settlement agreement in the consolidated proceedings.  As a result, the Settling Parties request that the evidentiary hearing in this matter be vacated and rescheduled for December 2 and 3, 2013.  
3. While the Settling Parties included a document entitled Comprehensive Agreement in Principle with the Joint Motion, they indicate in the Joint Motion that they intend to file a “more comprehensive Stipulation and Agreement in Resolution of Proceedings” to be filed no less than four business days before a hearing on the Stipulation.  
4. The Joint Motion also provides that the OCC does not support the 10.60 percent return on equity contained in Paragraph No. 2 of the Stipulation and may present evidence at the hearing based upon its previously filed answer testimony of witness Mr. Ronald Fernandez.

5. Legal counsel for RMNG and SourceGas represent that they are authorized to state that the Settling Parties support the Joint Motion.

II. Findings

6. The Joint Motion states good cause to vacate the evidentiary hearing scheduled for November 4 through 8, 2013.  Good cause is also found to schedule a hearing on the terms of the Stipulation to December 2 and 3, 2013.  
7. However, the Settling Parties’ proposal to file a comprehensive settlement agreement four business days prior to the hearing is unacceptable.  Several factors influence the decision to reject this proposal.  First, given the issues presented in this proceeding and the terms of the initial settlement agreement, four days is insufficient time to review the final agreement and prepare for an evidentiary hearing.  Second, the week prior to the evidentiary hearing includes the Thanksgiving holiday, which further impinges on the review and analysis process.  Finally, scheduling a hearing on the settlement agreement nearly a month subsequent to the originally scheduled evidentiary hearing places this consolidated proceeding squarely in the midst of a heavy Commission schedule in which little time is available for review and analysis of the settlement agreement, as well as issuing a Recommended Decision.
8. As a result, the Settling Parties will be ordered to file a final stipulation and settlement agreement no later than November 13, 2013.  This will provide sufficient time for review and analysis of the final agreement prior to the evidentiary hearing. 

9. Response time to the Joint Motion will be waived.

III. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. The Joint Motion of Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC, SourceGas Distribution LLC, Staff of the Commission, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, A M Gas Transfer Corp., and Seminole Energy Services LLC (collectively, Settling Parties) to Vacate Evidentiary Hearing Scheduled by Decision No. R13-1046-I and for Waiver of Response Time is granted in part and denied in part consistent with the discussion above.
2. The Settling Parties shall file a final Stipulation and Agreement in Resolution of Proceedings by the close of business on November 13, 2013.
3. The evidentiary hearing scheduled for November 4 through 8, 2013 is vacated.
4. An evidentiary hearing on the terms of the Stipulation and Agreement in Resolution of Proceedings is scheduled as follows:
DATE:
December 2 and 3, 2013

TIME:
9:00 a.m. each day

PLACE
Hearing Room


Colorado Public Utilities Commission


1560 Broadway, Suite 250


Denver, Colorado 80202

5. Response time to the Joint Motion is waived.
6. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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