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I. STATEMENT

1. On September 18, 2013, the Motion of the Vote Solar Initiative (VSI) to Defer Consideration of Changes to the Net Metering Program in the 2014 RES Compliance Plan and to Order a Full Evaluation of the Cost and Benefit of the Net Metering Program in the Solar Financial Incentives Docket, No. 11M-426E (Motion) was filed.

2. On September 20, 2013, Public Service Company of Colorado’s (Public Service) Response to Vote Solar Initiative’s Motion to Sever Net Metering Issues from this Docket and to Move those Issues to Docket No. 11M-426E was filed.

3. On September 30, 2013, Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (Staff) filed Staff's Response to Vote Solar's Motion.  Staff supports denial of VSI’s motion on the same grounds argued by Public Service.
4. VSI requests that the Commission defer consideration of changes to the net metering program in the 2014 Renewable Energy Standard (RES) Compliance Plan and to order a full evaluation of the cost and benefit of the net metering program in the Solar Financial Incentives Docket, Proceeding No. 11M-426E.  VSI is also concerned that the alternatives in the 2014 RES Plan present a false choice to the Commission, for it is based on the claim that net metering represents an incentive.  Concerns are raised about “serious shortcomings” in the “Xcel Energy DSG Study.”  VSI contends that efficiency will be gained by deferring consideration of altering the accounting system for the net metering program.
5. In its response, Public Service objects to the requested relief as being inconsistent with Rule 3657 of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 
723-3.  Public Service emphasizes that the proposed plan is a plan for one year in compliance with Commission rules and that procedural and substantive rights will be significantly prejudiced if the Motion were granted
6. Primarily, the Commission is obliged to rule upon Public Service’s application in accordance with § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.  Further, VSI effectively seeks to limit the evidence that Public Service can present in support of the application filed and has failed to demonstrate sufficient cause to do so.  Any challenge or concern VSI may have regarding evidence that Public Service intends to offer in support of its application must be addressed in litigating this proceeding.  Finally, Proceeding No. 11M-426E was closed by Decision No. C13-1258 on October 8, 2013.  The Motion will be denied.  

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:  

1. The Motion of the Vote Solar Initiative to Defer Consideration of Changes to the Net Metering Program in the 2014 RES Compliance Plan and to Order a Full Evaluation of the Cost and Benefit of the Net Metering Program in the Solar Financial Incentives Docket, No. 11M-426E filed on September 18, 2013, is denied.

2. This Decision shall be effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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