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I. statement

1. On July 15, 2013, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed Advice Letter No. 1644. 

2. By Decision No. C13-1005, issued August 14, 2013, the effective date of the tariff was suspended and the matter was referred to an administrative law judge (ALJ) for disposition.

3. On August 21, 2013, Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed its Notice of Intervention of Right, Entry of Appearance, and Request for Hearing.  OCC is an intervenor as of right and a party in this proceeding.

4. On September 10, 2013, Western Resources Advocates (WRA) filed its Leave to Intervene. WRA represents that it possesses the requisite interest to intervene in this matter, as it is a regional environmental law and policy center.  WRA indicates that its headquarters is in Colorado and it has members and supporters who are also Public Service’s ratepayers.  WRA is interested in the outcome of this proceeding because it will directly and substantially affect its interests in promoting environmentally and economically sound energy resources for its members.
5. On September 11, 2013, Climax Molybdenum Company (Climax) and CF&I Steel, doing business as Evraz Rocky Mountain Steel (Evraz) filed their Petition to Intervene.  Climax and Evraz state they are interested in the issues that will be addressed in this proceeding because these issues may substantially affect their tangible interests.
6. On September 12, 2013, Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) filed its Notice of Intervention as of Right, Entry of Appearance, Notice Pursuant to Rule 1007(a) and Rule 1403(b), and Request for Hearing.  As required by Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1007(a) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, in that filing Staff identified the Trial Advocacy (litigation) Staff and the Advisory Staff.  Staff is an intervenor as of right and a party in this proceeding.

7. By Interim Decision No. R13-1065-I, issued August 27, 2013, a prehearing conference was scheduled for September 17, 2013.

A. Interventions

8. In Decision No. C13-1005, the Commission established the intervention period for this proceeding.  The intervention period expired on September 13, 2013.  

9. The OCC and Staff have intervened in this proceeding and are Intervenors by right.

10. As of the date of the prehearing conference no objection to the interventions of WRA, Climax, and Evraz has been filed. At the prehearing conference, Public Service stated it had no objection to the interventions.

11. Good cause is found to allow WRA, Climax, and Evraz to intervene in this proceeding. 

12. The parties to this proceeding shall be Public Service, and Intervenors, OCC, Staff, WRA, Climax, and Evarz.

B. Further Suspension of Effective Date of Tariff Sheets

13. The Commission has suspended the effective date of the tariff that accompanied Advice Letter No. 1644 until December 13, 2013.  By further order, the Commission may suspend for additional time the effective date of the tariff sheet that accompanied the Advice Letter.  

14. By this Decision and pursuant to § 40-6-111(b), C.R.S., and Rule 1305(e) 723-1, the ALJ will suspend for an additional 90 days (that is until March 13, 2014), the effective date of the tariff sheet that accompanied the Advice Letter.  If the Commission does not establish new rates by that date, the tariff sheet filed with the Advice Letter may become effective.

C. Procedural Schedule and Evidentiary Hearing Date.  

15. At the prehearing conference, the Parties presented a procedural schedule and evidentiary hearing dates.  

16. The Parties agreed to the following schedule, which the ALJ finds acceptable and will order:

Direct Testimony & Exhibits




September 30, 2013


Answer Testimony & Exhibits



October 28, 2013


Rebuttal/Cross-Answer Testimony & Exhibits

November 19, 2013

 

Deadline for Settlement




December 3, 2013
  
 

Evidentiary Hearing   


   
        

December 10 &11, 2013           

Statements of Position





December 23, 2013
        

D. Discovery-Related Matters.  

17. The Parties also proposed discovery-related procedures at the prehearing conference, which the ALJ will adopt.

18. All discovery requests served after 3:00 pm on Fridays will be effective as of the next business day.

19. Except as modified by ¶ 18, Rule 1405 4 CCR 723-1, will govern discovery.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission is a party in this proceeding.  

2. The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel is a party in this proceeding.  

3. Western Resources Advocates is a party in this proceeding.

4. Climax Molybdenum Company and CF&I Steel, doing business as Evraz Rocky Mountain Steel are parties to this proceeding.

5. Pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., and Rules 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1305(c) and 723-1-1305(e), the effective date of the tariff sheets that accompanied 
Advice Letter No. 1644, filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on July 15, 2013, is suspended for an additional 90 days (that is until March 13, 2014).

6. An evidentiary hearing in this matter is scheduled as follows:


DATES:
December 10 and 11, 2013


TIME:

9:00 a.m. each day


PLACE:
Hearing Room



Colorado Public Utilities Commission



1560 Broadway, Suite 250



Denver, Colorado

7. The procedural schedule set forth in ¶ 16 above is adopted.

8. The discovery procedures discussed in ¶17 through ¶ 19 shall be adopted.

9. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


ROBERT I. GARVEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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