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IMPORTANT NOTICE:  IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROCEEDING, AN INTERESTED PERSON MUST INTERVENE WITHIN THE 30-DAY INTERVENTION PERIOD ESTABLISHED BY THIS INTERIM DECISION.  
I. STATEMENT  
1. On August 16, 2013, by Decision No. C13-0958, the Commission opened this proceeding for these purposes:  

(1) to consider [Colorado High Cost Support Mechanism (CHCSM)] rule amendments in anticipation of applications for [CHCSM] funding in areas deemed to be subject to effective competition for basic services, which may be submitted pursuant to [Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-2-2215]; and (2) to consider possible revisions to the [CHCSM] .. to update the rules for [CHCSM] generally pursuant to the triennial review contemplated in  

Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-2-2850.
  Decision No. C13-0958 at ¶ 1 (footnote omitted).  

2. In that decision, the Commission also referred this proceeding to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) (id. at ¶ 2) and provided guidance with respect to the timing of, and possible issues to be considered in, this proceeding (id. at ¶¶ 6-21).  

3. As pertinent here, the Commission directed the ALJ to conduct an inquiry in this matter and, as necessary, to set a procedural schedule.  

4. While focused on the CHCSM, the issues to be inquired into in this proceeding:  (a) are numerous, potentially wide-ranging, complex, and intertwined; (b) have the potential to affect every telecommunications provider that pays into, or that receives funds from, the CHCSM; and (c) may affect customers (and potential customers) of telecommunications providers.  Given the number of possible issues and the number of persons who may be interested in this proceeding, the ALJ finds that the most efficient way in which to proceed is to require persons who desire to participate to intervene in this proceeding.  Requiring intervention:  (a) identifies, for the benefit of the Commission and of other persons, the participants in this matter; (b) makes certain that filings and decisions are served on participants, which ensures that they have access to that content for discussion, argument, and filings, thus allowing the inquiry to proceed more smoothly and from the same information base; and (c) limits the number of persons on whom the Commission must serve decisions issued in this proceeding.
  

5. By this interim decision, the ALJ will establish a 30-day period during which interested persons must intervene in this proceeding.  

6. After the close of the intervention period, the ALJ will issue an interim decision addressing development of the procedural schedule in this inquiry.  

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. Any person, firm, or corporation that desires to participate in this proceeding shall file an intervention with the Commission within the 30 days following the mailing date of this Interim Decision.  

2. This Interim Decision is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  The referenced Rules are found in the Rules Regulating Telecommunications Providers, Services, and Products, Part 2 of 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723.  


�  There are hundreds of telecommunications providers in Colorado.  Absent a mechanism to determine which of those telecommunications providers are interested in this proceeding, the Commission likely would serve decisions issued in this proceeding on all telecommunications providers.  As the certificate of service for this Interim Decision demonstrates, this would be a significant undertaking.  With an intervention period, however, the Commission will serve its decisions in this proceeding only on participating telecommunications providers; this likely will be a less burdensome undertaking.  
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