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I. statement

A. Application
1. On June 17, 2013, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed an application seeking a Commission Decision authorizing proposed changes to the rules governing Public Service’s short-term energy transactions, the Policy for Resource Management and Cost Assignment for Short-Term Electric Energy Transactions (Trading Business Rules).  The Trading Business Rules govern resource management and cost assignment for Public Service’s short-term energy transactions including:  Generation Book Purchases and Sales; Proprietary Book Purchases and Sales; transmission cost assignment associated with those transactions; and, natural gas hedging in connection with purchases and sales.  According to Public Service, it seeks to update the Trading Business Rules to reflect recent Commission decisions regarding the sales and purchases of Renewable Energy Credits; to update various references in the Trading Business Rules; and, to provide other clarifications.  Of particularity, Public Service seeks to clearly define the beginning point for transactions as it relates to the Trading Business Rules, and to synchronize rule-specified terminologies and systems to those currently in use.  Public Service filed a copy of its proposed revisions to the Trading Business Rules along with its Application.

2. On June 18, 2013, the Commission issued its Notice of Application, notifying all parties that the deadline to intervene in this proceeding was within 30 days of the date of the Notice, or no later than July 18, 2013.

3. On July 11, 2013, Commission Trial Staff (Staff) filed its Notice of Intervention as of Right, Entry of Appearance and Request for Hearing.  Staff indicates that it will participate in the proceeding and requests a hearing on the Application.  Staff cites several concerns regarding the Application which it intends to pursue.

4. On July 17, 2013, the Colorado Energy Consumers (CEC) filed a Motion for Leave to Intervene.  CEC maintains that if granted, the Application will have a direct and substantial impact on rates and charges imposed by Public Service for electric service, in that the approval sought may ultimately impact the assignment of costs to the Gen Book and Prop Book, which provide for sharing percentages between customers and Public Service.  CEC further argues that its interests are affected by the proposed balance of risk and flexibility provided in the Trading Business Rules.  CEC maintains that these issues will substantially affect its pecuniary or tangible interests as contemplated under Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 
723-1-1401(c) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, to permissively intervene in a proceeding.

5. On July 17, 2013, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed its Notice of Intervention of Right, Entry of Appearance and Request for Hearing.  The OCC states that it intervenes here due to several concerns regarding the Application which it intends to pursue.  The OCC requests a hearing on the Application.

6. On July 25, 2013, the Commission, at its regularly scheduled Weekly Meeting, deemed the Application complete and referred the matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for hearing.  The matter was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ.

7. The intervention period is closed.  The intervention of right of Staff is noted.  The intervention of right of the OCC is noted.  CEC provides sufficient information to find that it should be allowed to intervene in this proceeding.  Therefore, the Motion for Leave to Intervene of CEC is granted.  

8. Given the issues presented in this case, it is appropriate to hold a pre-hearing conference.  The ALJ finds it necessary to set a pre-hearing conference in this matter to discuss substantive, procedural and administrative matters, as well as any other issues that may arise.  The parties should be prepared to discuss and set procedural dates, including dates for filing testimony, a discovery schedule, dates for the filing of stipulations and settlement agreements, dates for an evidentiary hearing, as well as a deadline for filing Closing Statements of Position.  

9. The 120-day statutory deadline for the Commission to issue a Decision in this matter expires on November 22, 2013.  The Commission may, by separate decision, extend the time to issue a Decision an additional 90 days or until February 20, 2014.  Further, time must be allowed for the issuance of a Recommended Decision, for the filing of exceptions and responses to exceptions, and for the Commission to deliberate and issue its Decision on the exceptions.  This period of allotted time has generally been determined to be 94 days.  Therefore, based on a 210-day timeframe, the parties should consider a procedural schedule that proposes conducting an evidentiary hearing and filing Closing Statements of Position no later than November 18, 2013.  

10. The parties should be prepared to discuss any other relevant matters ancillary to this proceeding.

11. A pre-hearing conference in this matter will be scheduled for Monday September 9, 2013.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. A pre-hearing conference is scheduled in this matter as follows:

DATE:

September 9, 2013

TIME:

1:30 p.m.

PLACE:
Hearing Room


Colorado Public Utilities Commission


1560 Broadway, Suite 250


Denver, Colorado

2. The Notice of Intervention as of Right filed by Commission Staff is noted.

3. The Notice of Intervention as of Right filed by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel is noted.

4. The Motion for Leave to Intervene filed by Colorado Energy Consumers is granted.

5. At the pre-hearing conference, the parties shall be prepared to discuss the matters set out above.

6. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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