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I. STATEMENT  
1. On December 13, 2012, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service, PSCo, or Company), filed Advice Letter No. 119 - Steam to implement a General Rate Schedule Adjustment (GRSA) to the base rates for its steam service.  Proposed tariff sheets accompanied Advice Letter No. 119 - Steam.  

2. On March 6, 2013, Public Service filed Advice Letter No. 119 - Steam Amended (Amended Advice Letter).  Appended to that filing are the proposed tariff sheets appended to Advice Letter No. 119 - Steam but with a new proposed effective date of June 5, 2013.  These proposed tariff sheets are suspended.  

3. On January 11, 2013, by Decision No. C13-0068, the Commission referred this docket to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  
4. The following intervened as of right or were granted leave to intervene:  the Colorado Energy Consumers (CEC); the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC); and the Trial Staff of the Commission (Staff).  

5. CEC, OCC, and Staff, collectively, are the Intervenors.  Public Service and the Intervenors, collectively, are the Parties.  

6. The procedural history of this proceeding is set out in interim decisions previously issued in this proceeding.  The procedural history is repeated here as necessary to put this interim decision in context.  

7. On March 11, 2013, by Decision No. R13-0303-I and as pertinent here, the ALJ:  (a) scheduled a September 23 through 27, 2013 evidentiary hearing in this matter; (b) established the procedural schedule in this matter; and (c) established discovery cut-off dates.  

8. On July 23, 2013, the Parties filed (in one document) an Unopposed Motion to Vacate Procedural Schedule Pending the Filing of a Settlement or Alternative Procedural Schedule on August 12, 2013 [Motion to Vacate] and for Waiver of Response Time [Motion 
for Waiver].  
9. The ALJ will grant the Motion for Waiver.  The motion states good cause, the motion is unopposed, and granting the motion will not prejudice any party.  The ALJ will waive response time to the Motion to Vacate.  

10. As good cause for the Motion to Vacate, the Parties state that they are engaged in settlement discussions; that, pursuant to the existing procedural schedule, answer testimony and exhibits are to be filed no later than August 7, 2013; and that vacating the procedural schedule and hearing dates will allow the Parties to focus on the settlement discussions.  The Parties state that they anticipate filing, on August 12, 2013, either a comprehensive settlement agreement or an agreed-upon revised procedural schedule.  The Parties request that the ALJ enter an interim decision that requires an August 12, 2013 filing.  

11. In addition, the effective date of the proposed tariff sheets is suspended until January 1, 2014.  If the Motion to Vacate is granted and if no comprehensive settlement is reached,
 the Parties recognize that the Commission may not be able to issue its decision in this matter by January 1, 2014.  To address this possibility, the Parties state that they  

have agreed in principle that, in the event the settlement negotiations do not achieve a comprehensive settlement of all issues in this case and a revised procedural schedule must be established, a refund condition similar to that adopted in Public Service’s gas rate case in Docket No. 12AL-1268G should be established for a period of up to sixty (60) days in this case.  
Motion to Vacate at ¶ 2.
  The Parties also agree that 60-day period would commence on January 1, 2014.  Id.  The Parties assert that, with the refund period, the Commission will have sufficient time within which to issue its decision in this proceeding.  
12. Finally, Public Service represents that it  

has agreed to withdraw the proposed 2015 rate increase supported by the 2015 [Forecasted Test Year] in this case to allow the schedule in this steam rate case to proceed without regard to the outcome of the proceeding in Docket 
No. 12A-1264ST.  
Motion to Vacate at ¶ 3.  Public Service observes that withdrawing the proposed 2015 rate increase will eliminate the link between Proceeding No. 12A-1264ST and the instant docket, which link was discussed in Decision No. R13-0303-I.  
The ALJ finds that the Motion to Vacate states good cause and that granting the motion will not prejudice.  The ALJ will grant the Motion to Vacate, subject to these conditions:  

13. (a) no later than August 12, 2013, the Parties will file either a comprehensive settlement agreement or an agreed-upon revised procedural schedule, including evidentiary hearing dates; (b) in the event there is no comprehensive settlement of all issues reached in this case and a revised procedural schedule must be established, Public Service will file, no later than August 12, 2013, a refund condition as outlined in the Motion to Vacate and discussed above; and (c) no later than August 12, 2013, Public Service will file a second amended Advice Letter No. 119 - Steam and proposed tariff sheets to withdraw the proposed 2015 rate increase as represented in the Motion to Vacate and discussed above.  The ALJ will vacate, subject to the conditions stated here, the evidentiary hearing dates and the procedural schedule in this case.  
14. Because they are tied to the dates in the vacated procedural schedule, the ALJ also will vacate the discovery cut-off dates established in ¶ 48 of Decision No. R13-0303-I.  If the Parties file an agreed-upon revised procedural schedule and if the Parties wish to have discovery cut-off dates, the revised procedural schedule must include agreed-upon discovery 
cut-off dates.  
15. Vacating the procedural schedule, the hearing dates, and the discovery cut-off dates neither impacts nor modifies the remaining provisions in Decision No. R13-0303-I.  

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. Consistent with the discussion above and subject to the conditions stated below, the Unopposed Motion to Vacate Procedural Schedule Pending the Filing of a Settlement or Alternative Procedural Schedule on August 12, 2013 (Motion to Vacate) is granted.  

2. Consistent with the discussion above and subject to the conditions stated below, the evidentiary hearing scheduled in this proceeding for September 23 through 27, 2013 is vacated.  
3. Consistent with the discussion above and subject to the conditions stated below, the procedural schedule established by Decision No. R13-0303-I is vacated.  

4. Consistent with the discussion above and subject to the conditions stated below, the discovery cut-off dates established in ¶ 48 of Decision No. R13-0303-I are vacated.  
5. Consistent with the discussion above, granting the Motion to Vacate and vacating the evidentiary hearing and the procedural schedule are subject to the following conditions:  (a) no later than August 12, 2013, the Parties shall file either a comprehensive settlement agreement or an agreed-upon revised procedural schedule, including evidentiary hearing dates; (b) in the event no comprehensive settlement of all issues in this case is reached and a revised procedural schedule must be established, Public Service Company of Colorado will file, no later than August 12, 2013, a refund condition as outlined in the Motion to Vacate and discussed above; and (c) no later than August 12, 2013, Public Service Company of Colorado shall file a second amended Advice Letter No. 119 - Steam and proposed tariff sheets that withdraw the proposed 2015 rate increase as represented in the Motion to Vacate and discussed above.  

6. Except as vacated by this interim Decision, the provisions of Decision 
No. R13-0303-I remain in effect.  

7. The Unopposed Motion for Waiver of Response Time is granted.  

8. Response time to the Motion to Vacate is waived.  

9. The Parties are held to the advisements in the interim decisions issued in this case.  

10. This Interim Decision is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  In addition, the ALJ notes, even if a comprehensive settlement is submitted, the Commission may not approve it.  


�  On March 5, 2013, Decision No. R13-0279-I established the refund condition to which the Parties refer.  
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