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I. statement

A. Background
1. On April 23, 2013, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills) filed an Application for Approval of a Wind Solicitation (Application).  The proposed solicitation would be accomplished through the issuance of a Wind Request for Proposals (RFP) and a Model Purchased Power Agreement.  Black Hills states that it intends to issue the RFP on May 10, 2013, soliciting up to 30 MW of wind resources.  Black Hills filed the Direct Testimony of three witnesses in support of the Application.  
Because Black Hills seeks to take advantage of potential savings to customers made possible by the recently extended federal Production Tax Credit (PTC), and that a wind developer must begin construction no later than January 1, 2014 to qualify for the 

2. 
PTC, an expedited procedural schedule was adopted on May 31, 2013 in Interim Decision 
No. R13-0649-I as follows:

Black Hills’ Supplemental Direct Testimony due


June 4, 2013

Bids due







June 14, 2013

Initial Bid Summary Report due




July 1, 2013

Bid Evaluation Report due





July 16, 2013

Independent Auditor’s Report due




July 31, 2013

Answer Testimony due





July 31, 2013

Comments on Independent Auditor Report due


August 9, 2013

Rebuttal/Cross-Answer Testimony due



August 21, 2013

Evidentiary Hearing






September 4-6, 2013

Closing Statements of Position due




September 16, 2013

Commission deliberations re: Initial Commission Decision
October 2, 2013

Initial Commission Decision Mail Date



October 11, 2013

Applications for RRR due





October 31, 2013

Commission deliberations on Applications for RRR

November 13, 2013
RRR Decision Mail Date





November 19, 2013
A discovery schedule was adopted as well.

3. On July 1, 2013, Black Hills filed a Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule and Request for Shortened Response Time (Motion).  Black Hills requests to modify a portion of the procedural schedule because it has determined that it will reopen the bid process in order to receive more wind resource bids.  Black Hills’ proposed amendments to the procedural schedule still provide for an evidentiary hearing in early September and a final Commission Decision by mid-November.  

4. Because Black Hills could not contact all the parties to this matter prior to filing the Motion, it now requests that response time be shortened to seven days, or July 8, 2013 to respond to the Motion.

5. Good cause is found to shorten response time to the Motion as requested by Black Hills to seven days or no later than July 8, 2013.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request of Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP to shorten response time to its Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule is granted.

2. Response time to the Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule is shortened to seven days, or no later than July 8, 2013.

3. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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