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I. STATEMENT

1. This matter comes before the Commission in consideration of a Petition for a Declaratory Order filed jointly by Boulder County and the City and County of Denver (Denver) on March 4, 2013. 
2. Boulder County and Denver filed a joint petition for a declaratory order seeking clarification of Rule 3026(e), Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3.  Specifically, Boulder and Denver seek an order clarifying that “electronic machine-readable form, in conformity with nationally recognized open standards and best practices” requires a utility to provide customer data in a format, such as a flat file format, that can be readily manipulated by the third-party recipient.  In support of their joint request, Boulder and Denver note that they received batched Customer Data Reports in a flat file format for three years prior to Rule 3026(e) going into effect in February 2012.
3. On March 21, 2013, the Commission accepted the petition and issued notice of filing of the petition.  Motions to intervene were due April 22, 2013.  

4. On May 1, 2013, the Commission referred the matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) by minute entry.

5. By Decision No. R13-0557-I issued May 10, 2013, the undersigned ALJ granted the Motion to Intervene filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on April 3, 2013 and the Motion to Intervene filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LLC on April 22, 2013.  Those interested were encouraged to file written responses and supplemental material to questions stated in the interim order.  In addition, the order set an evidentiary hearing for July 1, 2013.  

II. Discussion
6. In responses to the decision filed, the parties in this matter have requested modifications to the procedures initially intended by the undersigned ALJ.  To reserve the opportunity to accommodate the unopposed request for modification, the scheduled hearing will be vacated and rescheduled as a prehearing conference, as ordered below.

7. Without limitation, the following topics are anticipated to be addressed at the prehearing conference:

a)
Deciding on a procedural schedule, including how any discovery will be handled; 

b)
Determining if there is a need for an evidentiary hearing; and,

c)
The scope of the matters to be examined in this proceeding.

8. In Decision No. R13-0557-I, the undersigned ALJ issued a series of questions to the parties in this proceeding.  All parties timely filed replies to the questions.  The intention of those questions was to more clearly define the scope of the disagreement between the parties and to refine the issues in this matter. 

9. In reviewing the responses, two primary issues appear to be in dispute.  First, is the kind of information or data that must be provided to a third-party.  The second issue appears to be the format in which data should be provided.  

10. It appears most appropriate at this juncture that this proceeding should be focused on the second of these issues to clarifying the meaning of “electronic machine-readable form, in conformity with nationally recognized open standards and best practices” in Rule 3026(e).  To that end, a hearing would focus upon testimony of technical witnesses addressing the minimum process(es) of extracting data from exiting utility data information systems and in formatting that data for transmittal to other parties. 
III. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:  

1. The hearing scheduled to be held on July 1, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. is vacated.

2. A pre-hearing conference is scheduled at the following date, time, and place:

DATE:

July 1, 2013

TIME:
9:00 a.m. 

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room


1560 Broadway, Suite 250


Denver, Colorado
3. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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