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I. STATEMENT  
1. On November 1, 2012, SourceGas Distribution LLC (SourceGas) and Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC (Rocky Mountain or RMNG) filed a verified Joint Application that seeks Commission authorization for each utility to implement a System Safety and Integrity Rider (Rider or SSIR) as described in the filing.  That filing commenced this proceeding, which was captioned In the Matter of the Joint Application of SourceGas Distribution LLC and Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC for an Order Authorizing Them to Put into Effect a System Safety and Integrity Rider.  
2. The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) and Trial Staff of the Commission (Staff) intervened by right.  OCC and Staff, collectively, are the Intervenors.  Applicants and the Intervenors, collectively, are the Parties.  

3. The procedural history of this case is set out in Decision No. R13-0111-I mailed on January 24, 2013.  The procedural history will not be repeated except as necessary to put the present Order in context.  

4. On December 12, 2012, by Minute Order, the Commission referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  
5. The Parties filed a Joint Motion to Bifurcate or Separate the Issues in the Joint Application (Joint Motion).  In support of the Joint Motion and as pertinent here, the Parties stated:  (a) SourceGas did not plan to file a general rate case; (b) no later than January 31, 2013, Rocky Mountain would file, by Advice Letter, a general rate case; (c) the Rocky Mountain general rate case presented “a better opportunity for the Rocky Mountain SSIR request to be fully vetted by the Parties and the Commission in conjunction with that [rate case], so that the full effects of any proposed rate changes and [the SSIR] can be fully explored” (Joint Motion at ¶ 4); and (d) following the filing of the RMNG general rate case, Rocky Mountain, OCC, and Staff would file a joint motion to consolidate the rate case and the RMNG SSIR issues.  

6. Based on the Parties’ representations made in the Joint Motion and during the prehearing conference held on January 17, 2013, in Decision No. R13-0111-I, the ALJ granted the Joint Motion.  In that Order, the ALJ separated the issues presented in the Joint Application filed November 1, 2012 into two proceedings:  (a) Docket No. 12A-1145G, the instant proceeding, now captioned In the Matter of the Application of SourceGas Distribution LLC for an Order Authorizing It to Put into Effect a System Safety and Integrity Rider; and (b) Docket No. 13A-0046, In the Matter of the Application of Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC for an Order Authorizing It to Put into Effect a System Safety and Integrity Rider (RMNG SSIR Docket).  

7. On February 22, 2013, SourceGas filed Advice Letter No. 261 with appended tariff sheets.  The Commission designated that filing Docket No. 13AL-0143G, In the Matter of the Advice Letter No. 261 of SourceGas Distribution LLC to Revise its Colorado Schedule of Rates of Natural Gas Service Available in the Entire Territory Served by the Company, with Tariff Sheets for PUC No. 7, to Become Effective May 1, 2013.  As of the date of this Order, the Commission has not set the tariff sheets that accompanied Advice Letter No. 261 for hearing; thus, the effective date of those tariff sheets has not been suspended.  

8. Answer testimony and exhibits are to be filed in this docket no later than April 9, 2013.  By this Order, the ALJ will order SourceGas to file, no later than March 22, 2013, a statement concerning whether it intends to move to consolidate this SSIR docket with Docket No. 13AL-0143G.  
II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. No later than March 22, 2013, SourceGas Distribution LLC shall file a statement concerning its intentions with respect to moving to consolidate this docket with Docket No. 13AL-0146G.  

2. The Parties are held to the advisements contained in Orders issued in this docket.  

3. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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