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I. STATEMENT  
1. On December 12, 2012, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company), filed Advice Letter No. 831 - Gas to revise the Front Range Pipeline (FRP) Firm Gas Transportation Service (Schedule TF-FRP Surcharge) and the Interruptible Gas Transportation Service (Schedule TI-FRP Surcharge) in the Company’s PUC No. 6 - Gas tariff.  The effective date of the tariff sheets attached to that Advice Letter was February 1, 2013.  

2. On January 11, 2013, Public Service filed Advice Letter No. 831 - Gas - Amended (Amended Advice Letter).  Appended to that filing were revised tariff sheets and a Revised Exhibit No. 1.  The Amended Advice Letter did not change the effective date of the tariff sheets appended to that filing.  

3. The following intervened of right or were permitted to intervene:  Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos); Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC); Seminole Energy Services, LLC (Seminole); and Staff of the Commission (Staff).  Atmos, OCC, Seminole, and Staff, collectively, are the Intervenors.  Public Service and the Intervenors, collectively, are the Parties.  

4. On January 29, 2013, by Decision No. C13-0126, the Commission referred this docket to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for a recommended decision.  This proceeding has been assigned to the undersigned ALJ.  

5. By Decision No. C13-0126, the Commission suspended, through June 1, 2013, the effective date of the tariff sheets that accompanied the Amended Advice Letter.  
On March 1. 2013, by Decision No. R13-0276-I, the ALJ suspended, through August 30, 2013, the effective date of the tariff sheets that accompanied the Amended Advice Letter.  

6. On March 4, 2013, the Parties filed (in one document) a Joint Motion for Expedited Approval of Stipulation and Agreement in Resolution of Proceeding and Request for Waiver of Response Time (Joint Motion).  These documents accompanied the Joint Motion:  (a) Stipulation and Agreement in Resolution of Proceeding (Stipulation), to which there are three Appendices; (b) Affidavit of Karen T. Hyde, with numerous attachments; and (c) Affidavit of Katherine Hellfritz, with no attachments.  

7. In the Joint Motion, the Parties state that the Affidavits are provided to support the Joint Motion and the Stipulation; that the Parties “agree that the record evidence in this proceeding, as reflected in Appendices A through C attached to the Stipulation, and the Affidavits [of Ms. Hyde and Ms. Hellfritz] attached to this Joint Motion, amply support a Commission finding that the Stipulation is just and reasonable and should be approved” (Joint Motion at ¶ 5); that “because of the significant cost savings that will accrue to Public Service’s customers upon the effective date of the rates provided for under the Stipulation, time is of the essence to obtain a final Commission order approving this Stipulation (id. at ¶ 7); that the Parties “are willing to answer questions in writing in order to expedite a Commission decision” (id.); and that  

[g]iven the $ 6,248,211 annual reduction in costs to Public Service’s customers resulting from approval of this Stipulation, equaling more than $ 17,000 per day of customer savings, this Stipulation should be approved as expeditiously as the Commission’s procedures will allow.  
Id. (emphasis supplied).  
8. The ALJ has reviewed, and has questions about, the Stipulation.  To expedite consideration of the Stipulation (as the Parties’ request), on March 20, 2013, the ALJ will hold an evidentiary hearing on the Stipulation.  At the evidentiary hearing, each party will present at least one witness
 (a) who will testify in support of the Stipulation (e.g., the basis or bases for the party’s support, why the party believes the Stipulation is in the public interest) in response to questions from the party’s counsel and (b) who will be prepared to respond to questions from the ALJ.
  

9. The Stipulation at ¶ 14 refers to, and relies on, “historical billing determinants, as shown in Appendix A, page 2 of 2.”  There is no page 2 in the Appendix A submitted with the Stipulation.  By this Order, the ALJ will order the Parties to file, no later than March 15, 2013, either a complete Appendix A to the Stipulation or an amended Stipulation that removes references to page 2 of Appendix A to the Stipulation.  

The Stipulation at ¶ 16 refers to, and relies on, page 2 of Appendix B, which “shows the derivation of the Firm Capacity Reservation Surcharge and the Transportation Commodity rates using this HTY cost of service, which are based on the same historical billing 

10. determinants methodology as used in Appendix A.”  There is no page 2 in the Appendix B submitted with the Stipulation.  By this Order, the ALJ will order the Parties to file, no later than March 15, 2013, either a complete Appendix B to the Stipulation or an amended Stipulation that removes references to page 2 of Appendix B to the Stipulation.  

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. No later than March 15, 2013 and consistent with the discussion above, the Parties shall file either a complete Appendix A to the Stipulation and Agreement in Resolution of Proceeding or an amended Stipulation and Agreement in Resolution of Proceeding.  

2. No later than March 15, 2013 and consistent with the discussion above, the Parties shall file either a complete Appendix B to the Stipulation and Agreement in Resolution of Proceeding or an amended Stipulation and Agreement in Resolution of Proceeding.  

3. The evidentiary hearing on the Stipulation and Agreement in Resolution of Proceeding shall be held on the following date, at the following time, and in the following location:  

DATE:
March 20, 2013
TIME:
10:00 a.m.  
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room  

1560 Broadway, Suite 250  

Denver, Colorado  

4. At the hearing and consistent with the discussion above, each signatory to the Stipulation and Agreement in Resolution of Proceeding shall present at least one witness.  

5. The Parties are held to the advisements in Orders issued in this docket.  

6. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  As the ALJ may have questions about the Affidavit of Ms. Hyde and about the Affidavit of Ms. Hellfritz, Public Service should have both affiants at the hearing.  


�  Given the limited time available, the ALJ will not issue an Order containing her questions.  





5

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












